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George Raft (true name Ranft) was bom in New York City, 
September 27, 1895, of Italian parentage. Recordtof his Selective Service 
Board in 1940, give the year of his birth as 1901. He was a dancer and 
speak-easy entertainer in New YorJ^n his younger days and claims to have 
fou^t five professional boxing matches including preliminaries in Madison 
S<;^are Garden. He married Grayce liftilrooney, daughter of former New 
York City Police Commissioner in June, 1923; separated shortly after 
marriage but has never been granted divorce by wife who objects on religious 
grounds. Early in his career. Raft came under the influence of New York 
bootlegger and racketeer, Owney Madden, fie was reputedly brou^t up in 
the San Juan Hill Section of Manhattan, with notorious gangster, Bugsy Siegel, 
with whom he maintained a close friendship imtil Siegel's assassination in 
1947. Raft first went to Hollywood in 1927, under the patronage of Owney 
Madden, and began obtaining parts in motion pictures which blossomed into 
starring roles in the early 30*8. He was reputed to have been making |f300, 000 
yearly by 1945. Raft continued to associate with notorious gangsters and has. 
used his influence on a number of occasions to intercede for his xmderworld 
friends. H^^Uege^o have been frimdlywtt^h^ollowing well-known . 
gangsters: ^||||||||||||||||||{__Johi^ F rank Costello, 

"Lucky" Luciano, ^^^^^^^^^^ 

'LongTe^ ^'^wiTTman and a host of SajH' hoodlumsT'"^^^^^^P ^^^f) 





by Siegel in Las Vegas, Nevada, l^fomerous instances of his relatiaaships 
with call-girls and with mistresses are related, and he was reputed to have a 
library of obscene films. Press accounts of Raft's activities portray him 
variously as a sinister influence in Hollywood and a "misunderstood V warm- 
hearted, loyal friend who likes kids, baseball and stewed tomatoes. Raft was 
featured prominently in the press in 1944, as a result of a dice game in the 
apartment of then Brooklyn baseball manager, Leo Durocher, in i^ch one 
Martin Shurin claimed he lost $18, 500 to Raft. He hit the headliaes again in 
1945, when he beat up Ed Raiden, a Hollywood attorney, who was representing 
a nineteen year -old girl who had been coe of Raft's mistresses. Because of 
his close association with Bugsy Siegel, he was mentioned frecpiently in press 
accounts of SiegePs murder in 1947.^ j|e also received coDSiderable publicity 
by vouching for John Capone/i^^ tfie latter was arrested tn Los Angele^^ in 
1053. Raft was interviewed by Bureau Agents in 1938, and in 1953, on both J,^ 
occasions he exhibited an outwardly co-operative attitude. He was investigated 
briefly by the Bureau in 1946 in coonectiOQ with general criminal activities in 
the Los Angeles area. The investigatioa was based on possible White Slave 
violation arising out of Raiden matter and possibility of Raft's being **fingerman** 
on a number of large jewel robberies, bvestigaticn was dropped when no data 
of a nature to present for prosecution was uncovered. Files of the Identification 
Divisicm do not show record of arrest for Raft. 
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SECTION 1 IDATA IN BUREAU PILES RE RAPT 



A. PERSONS ffiFTORY 

According to Hie records of Local Draft Board #246, 
Beverly Hills, California, in 1940«Raft vas born in New York City 
September 26, 1901. He married to Grayce Raft on Jme 15, 
1923, and she lived in New York City. 




The Pasadenl**Star New^* for September 27, 1955, carried 
an item which stated that George Raft was born in New York City in 
September 27, 1896. 



The New York Office reported that on February 19, 1944, 
George Raft arrived in that city by ai^rom French Morocco. He was 
traveling on U. S. passport number HHP^and returning from a USO ^'7<^ 
Camp Show Tour in Italy and North Africa. He had in his possession 
appropriate Selective Service papers ^ndiich reflected he was registered 
with Local Board 246 under order #T-11304 and classified 4-F. (100-140-751) 

The records of the Identification Division contain three 
fingerprint cards submitted by the Sheriffs Office of Las Vegas, Nevada, 
for the Gambling Division of the Nevada. Tax Commission regarding Raft's 
interest in the Flamingo Hotel. This establishment prominently features 
legal gambling and the laws of the State of Nevada require that all persons 
so engaged should be fingerprinted as a safeguard against an infiltration t- ': 
into gambling activitiesl<by the criminal element. There is no criminal 
record in the files of the Identification Division for George Raft. According 
to information taken from tiie fingerprint cards. Raft was born September 26, 
18^, in New York City, has grey hair and brown eyes, stands 5*9 1/2" tall 
and weighs 160 pounds. His occi:pation was listed as motion picture actor. 
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2. OWNEY MADDEN 



On September 22, 1946, the Assistant SSpecial Agent 
in Charge of the Little Rock Office was proceeding to Ws 
American Air Lines and happened to take a seat next tof 
of New York City. Duri ng the course of I In 1 1 l|i PB^^jyiii il iii| 
conversation and 




The New York Office reported that in 1937, while SA 

IS in Little Rock, Arkansas, he received iixformation 

it Geox^e Raft was the guest of Owney Madden for at least two weeks 




during that summer. During the course of Raft* s visit, the Agent 
observed him at a baseball game in the company of Mack Gia^. 
(65-54233) 



In 1945, the Little Rock Division reported that one of the 
foremost mobsters and racketeers in that area was Owen Vincent Madden, 
who lived at Hot fi^rings. It was alleged that Madden was part owner 
of a jewelry store where large quantities of stolen Jewelry were cut, 
reset, sold and distributed to the purchasing public. 
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3. FURDRESS INVESTIGATION 



Raft was interviewed by Agents of the Los Angeles 
Office in 1938 in connection with the investigation ofLouis Lepke" 
Buchalter. At that time Raft admitted association with Benjamin 
^Bugsy** Siegelf **«ho was a member of the "Big 6/* a group of 
gang leaders in New York dur ing the prohibition era. He also 

admitted knowing |^ _ 

and Jacob Shapiro, Raft told the Agents on that occasion tliat when , 
he first arrived in California in 1927, he was picked up by the 
authorities due to his past connections in the cafe business in New 
York, but after a short time they discontinued bothering him. 

Raft also said that he left New York City 11 years 
before y^en "Ownie** Bfadden, the Irishman, and his mob were in 
charge, and at that time there were no Jews in control and naturally 
he would not have known the sul^ects of the investigation, Shapiro or 
Louis Buchalter. (65-54233 



4. 



BUGSY SIEGEL 













On October 
^^ice advised that 
im^in 

being 

references. 




6^ Special Agent of t he New York 
'was then residing ^^f///////tt/tl^ 

for the property she was listed as 

d gave George Raft as one of her 

287, page 20) tr»<^ 



In 1946, the Los Angeles Office advised that "Bugsy" 
Siegel, George Raft and Alan Smilev received considtrable publicity 
in tbd'Los A^les Presi^' in connection with Siegel* s arrest for 
bookmaking which is a felony in California. Rath and Smiley were 
with Seigel when he was arrested, and Siegel and Smiley entered pleas 
of guilty and were each fined $250. (62-81093-26, Section 1, Serials 1-85} 
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By teletype dated 12-27-46, the Salt Lake DiTislon 
advised the Bureau that the Flamingo Hotel CasiiiOy Bars and 
Restaurant formally opened on 12-26-46 under the siq>ervision of 
Benjamin "Bugsy'* SiegeL Among the celebrities present "was 
George Raft, who did not w&xit to attend the opening because of danger 




In 1945 Los Angeles stated that Raft had been involved 
in activities concerning Jtoodlums and gangsters in California since 
the early 1930*8. For example, in August, 192^, a story appeared in 
West Coast newspapers that Raft had been in a fight at the Brown Derby 
ivith one Sam Satz who had made a remaric regarding an operation Raft 
had performed on his cauliflower ear. This article stated Raft was a 
former prize fighter and was accompanied by his bodj^guard. Mack 
*'KiUer'* Gr«y, at the time of the fight. (62-75147-26-59) 
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By letter to the Director dated November 1, 1947, 
tiie Los Angeles Office advised that a confidentia l informant (technical 
surveillance) stated Raft contacte(^Hfl|||||||||||^ sometime between 
October 24 and 31, 1947, and they maa^rrangements to dine 
together. Informant learned that Raft ma^nfainp d an office at 2 02 
North Cannon Drive, Hollywood, and 
Flamingo Hotel wslb doing fine. (89- 
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7. CAFONE GANG 



A Chicago report dated 8-21-46 entitled "Reactivatfon 
of the Capone Gang" set forth inforniation concerning the activities of 
alleged important figures i n the Chicago syncgcate . These indivldQals 
were the Capone brothers, HH|HflHHBB» several others. 
On page 105 of the report. Georg^iart^movie actor, is listed as a b7< 



celebrity contact 



Chicago. (62-81093-9-450) 




A memorandom for the Director from Assistant 
Director E. J. Connelley written in Chicago . Illinois, on Augu st 2, 
1946, regarding the Capone Gang pointed out 




-B1093-9-218, p. 
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In 1949, the Chicago ^ffic^reported that George 
Raft was the constant companion of BHHHBj^^^ Raft vas , ^ 
visiting in Chic^o. Chicago pointec^uHHU^H^bas been D 
associated with the C£g;>one gang and gambling s^oicate in Chicago, 
and has allegedly {participated in robberies and murders in the 
Chicago area. (62-75147-15-80) 

The Washington Times-Herald for October 2, 1953, 
printed an International News Service release dated the previous day 
crediting George Raft with getting John Capone out of jail. According 
to the article Raft was with Capone, described as the 49-y^jr-old 
brother of the late Al Capone,at the time he was arrestecjBeverly Hills. 
Raft was quoted as saying *Tm an old friend of John' s. Be called me. 
We were just having a few drinks. Let him go, and I guarantee you 
he will get out of town on the first plane." The pair allegedly left town 
"in a hurry." (62-99407-A) 

8. GAMBLING AND THE SYNDICATES 




In 1947 the Los Angeles Office reported that they had 
conducted considerable investigation which indicated that a number 
of prominent gangsters who formerly operated in the midwest and 
eastern section of the United States had moved their headcpiarters to 
California. Prominently listed in this group were included Ben jamin 
LsY' Siegel. a former member of Mu r der, Inc. , andi 

It was St 

that they were conneciea wim associates ot "The syndicate" vMch 
included such well-known underworld figures as Frank Costello, slot 
machine king of New York City, and Joe Adonis, leading Brooklyn 
racketeer who is a close personal friendofGeorge Raft, actor- f^At^ 
hoodlum. This group also included |||BlHBI|f who formerly ^' 
operated in New York and Cleveland^nWac^oragna, an Italian 
alien prominent in the Los Angeles underworld reputed to have 
important political connections in California. (62-75147-47-7-54) 
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In 1950 the Los Angeles Office reported that Raft 
continued to be closely associated with sneak gambling games 
operated in the Los Angeles area. He received no publicity in this 
regard at that time, and it appeared that he acted as a steerer of 
motion picture celebrities to the gambling games. (62-75147, Sub 26, 
Sect, 26-357) 

While the majority of Raft*s contacts and activities 
have been reported by the Los Angeles Office, it is also noted that he 
frequently visits known hoodlums $M> gangsters tiOi other cities 
including New York, Miami, Chicago and Kansas City. 

In 1941, the Miami Office advised that The Frolics 
Club in Miami was being remodeled at that time, and it was stated 
that George Raft would run the Club. It was noted that the gambling 
casino, if permitted to open as a part of the Frolid^is Club, would not 
be operated by Raft. He was sigp ose to be in 

oper ation including entert ainment | 

(62-4446?^2^14IJ5; 

In 1954 the Los 
Raft, accompanied by j 

visited San Juan, Puerto Kico. Katt maae a statement to the news>p^>er 
In San Juan that he proposed to rent or construct in Puerto Rico, with 
his associates, a hiiiidinp in the gam^ gtyU 
Europe. 








.t Raft was observed at the Hollywood Park race 
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Chicago r^rt entitled HeaetivatioiL of tbe Capone 
Gaai r dated S^tember 12, 1946, informatioi^t forth that on July 22, 
^^*flPHBHHR Assistant United States Marshal, Los Angeles, 
volu^rtlj^rnl^d Agents of the Los Angeles Office with information 
^^■BBHHBl asBOdlate odt Benja^^^e^Si^g^nd George 
Jtaft, motion pietore actor, afiflHHHHHBK associate 

in tl^ Western Alcohol Company, vere tbe subjects ^m^ad "takeif* 

Sam Goldwyn, Hollywood motion pictore prodocer, and j 

Chicago Department store operator, for an alleged $155« OOP in a 
gin rummy game on July 21, 194CI (62-81093-9-310, 



1 



pgs Ti^ and'70 ^ 



la 1947, the Los Angeles Office reported that Anthony 
M. Stralia, WAS, Tony Corner©, a notorious underworld figure was 
the operator of the gambling ship, SS Lux. It was stated that Raft 
succeeded Cornero as front Inan for this gambling barge following 
difficulty encountered by Cornero when he and his companions 
conspired to make a false claim against the goremment. (62-75147, 
Sub 26, Section 14, Serial 190) 
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Fand 



Id connection with the interview of | 

'the victim of an $8000 jewelry burglary, It was »certained 

that she recalled being approached by three men who attempted to become 
acquainted with her during a visit to a resort in Palm Springs, California, 

identified bv an acouaintance of hers as 




suspected 
area. 

furs, ffi^ -11000- 




page 



receiver of stolen property uthe Los Angeles 
was believed to have dealt in stolen 




Los Angeles report of SAjH||^^^^^H||p in November, 
1949, on jewel theft investigations descriDea^|||H||||paj5Sociate of the 
late Bugsy Siegel and a close associate of George Raft. (87-12304-26-9) 

la February, 1947, SAIHUHHHV while in Los 
Angeles, California, to testify as a witness in a mua 

approached by a man wh o identified himself 

advised Agent that he was personally acquainted with the Director 

and Mr. TolscnHnasmuch as he had accompanied them to the opting of 
the Del Mar Race Track in San Diego, California^T^^Director and 
Mr^olsor^oth stated that they had never metJHHHHHBpascertained 
^jjjjjjjjjjjjjjjHBH of George Raft and flHH||HH||^^d 

Ireported^^^^BMBy eng aged in bookmaJdng acnv me^^h^Los Angeles 

"^^^^^VHHIHHHHHHHBHV (88-2814-54) 

lQvestigaU^^^^icte^egardin|^e theft of $430, 000 worth 
of jewelry indicated that||[|||||||||||||||H|^^ registered in the 

Desert Retreat Hotel at the time bur^anesoccurred there. (37-11000-57) 

10. VirOGENOVESE ^"'^ 



A memoranchim containing available data concerning Raft 
was prepared in the New York Office on November 17, 1944. It menticmed 
Raft's connections with (me Vito Genovese who, prior to 1934, had been a 
leader of an Italian gang on the lower west side of New York City. It was 
learned that while Raft was in Italy in 1944 on a USO Camp Show Tour, 
he arranged for the e mploy^ ^nt^Qf-Ge novese bv the Allied Milita ry 
Government in Italy. 
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IS. CALL emus, OBSCENE FILM, RAIDEN MATTER 



r-26 Bection 17, serial 243) ^^^T> 



During the White Slave Traffic Act Investigatla n in March, 

ascertaine^n^^^^lcum^^rosutut^amed^^ in 

contact with George Raft while the latter was st^in^nB^nerry 
Netherlands Hotel In New York. (31-74879) 




b 1952 and 1953, the Los Angeles Office reported that 
George Raft was interviewed by Bureau Agents in connection with another 
investigation, hi an attempt to locate Raft at his residence in Beverly Hills, 
it was determined that his house was occupied by a young woman irtio 
Raft later advised was his girl friend. He stated he allowed the girl to 
live in his house with her parents while he was absent from California, and 
upon returning found that her parents were ill and he could not move fhem 
from the house so he took an apartment in Beverly Hills where he was 
interviewed. At the time of the interview, Raft wa^ccomoanied by two 
male associates one of whom was recognized as flHHflHj^ Agents 
observed that Raft is small in stature, has a ver^m^an^snake and 
gives the personal impression quite coitrary to that which he portrays in 
motion pictures and television shows. (62-75147-26-37-445) b'^ ^ 




(72-472-1556) 
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>rice to Rosen memorandum dated 11-28-44, captioned 

et al. , Interstate Transportation of Obscene Matter" 

stated it has been reliably reported that sizeable libraries of obscene motion 



picture films are possessed 
and others. (71-1788-95) 



Lou Costello, George Raft 
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The Los Angeles Office in an investigation entitled '^Racketeering 
Activities in the Los Angeles Field Division - Information Concerning" by 
report d ated January 24, 1946. verified much of the in formation regarding 

A possible White 

ive violation by Rait was considered but evidence necessary for prosecution 
was not found. b*?^ 



On a memorandum dated January SI, 1946, describing 
Raft* 6 activities mentioned above with the recommendation that Los Angeles 
discontinue all active investigation of Raft and his associates, the Director 
commented, *1 don*t agree completely. I think it is useless to try and 
obtain anything sigainst Raft re White Slavery for his victims are often 
even lower than he is if that is possible but it may be possible to get 
something re 'hot jewelry:" (62-75147-26-96) 



-22 - 



14. GAMBLING UCENSE 

In 1954, Los Angeles reported that George Raft was alleged 
to be a new shareholder in the Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. This 
report also noted that Tony Martin, the singer, owned a share in this hotel. 
The •BoUywood Reporter" for November 16, 1854, stated that Martin and 
Raft each invested $65, 000 for a one percent stock interest in the hotel 
and gambling casino. (62 -75147-26 -4B -458) . . 

-^^-k*'*^ The Los Angeles Office also noted in their December, 1955, 
of I?1^*'report that Raft had not been permitted by the State of Nevada to 
get his name placed on the list of owners of gambling clubs in that state. 
(62 -75147 -26 -46 -478 -20) 

Jn June, 1956, the Salt Lake City Division advised that 
"The Reno Evening Gazette" published in Reno, Nevada, for December 21, 
1955, carried an article stating that George Raft had been approved for a 
gambling Ucense in the Hotel Flamingo. (62-75147-38-594) 

An article in the "Los Angeles Times" of December 20, 
1955 noted the State Commissioner of Nevada had granted Raft a gambling 
license in that state. Noting that the license had previously been denied him 
the article stated that the reversal of the State Tax Commission's decision 
came after Raft was questioned for an hour about underworld figures with 
whom his name had been linked in a previous investigation made by the Tax 
Commission in the spring of 1955. As a result of the earUer probe. Raft's 
application for a license was denied on the basis that he would be an 
imdesirable figure in Nevada gambling. The article continued by stating 
that Raft in answer to questions claimed he worked in places run by 
bootleggers early in his career, but always only as an entertainer. 

Raft said he knew Bugsy Siegel, 'like everyone else in 
Hollywood" but had no close association with him. The article also stated 
that Raft mentioned he was cm speaking terms with Virginia HiU, at wboae 
rented home Siegel was slain and that he knew Joe Adonis tut not well 
enough to know his last name. 

The article qpioted Raft as saying that John Capooe, a brother 
of the late gangster, Al Capone, was once linked with him when he went to 
John's hotel room to aid an Inebriated friend. Raft reportedly told the 
Tax Commission he raised the money for his two percent interest in the 
Flamingo Hotel by borrowing $30, 000 on his Cold Water Canyon home in 
Beverly Hills,$20, 000 on his insurance annuities and $10, 000 from his agent, 

Charles K. Feldman. He claimed he had repaid all of the loans through 

earnings from a recent motion picture he had maxie. 
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article continued ttiat before the Tax CommissiGn 
Toted unanimously to recommend the license for Raft, the commission 
chairman, Robbins Cahill, observed that many of the early entertainers 
had associated with hoodlums because most establishments presenting 
entertainment were run by bootleggers. He added, however, that he was 
satisfied none oS. Raft*6 coonections existed today. (62-75147-26, Section 47- 
487, p 16) 



Director rec eived a teletype fro m SAC, Los Angeles in 
April, 1953, revealing that flH|HHB[Vcalled at the Los Angeles 

Office on 4 -2-53. where he w^Hnte^iewe^y ASACClegg . He stated that 




'had just had a l>. 

conversation with George Raft who told him th at while he was in Europe 
during 1952, he wanted to use flHHHHI^^ ^ motion picture but was ' 

advised by John Edgar Hoover thanfm^^re used in the picture that it 
could not be shown in America. The Bureau instructed Los Angeles to have 
Raft interviewed at once to make iiim clearly understand that irresponsible 
statements of that nature attributed to the Director and the FBI would not be 
tolerated. Raft was interviewed cm April 10, 1953, and de nied having 

th e alleged statements to any person. He volun teered that | 

^ asking for employment on 
a picture. Raft claimed that he told HHB^Vthat hiring and firing personnel 
was not Within his province. On the occasion Raft escpressed personal 
opposition to communism. (65-26282-4) (62-99407-1, 2) 




16. ROLES AS LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 



In the motion picture entitled *TI1 Get Tou^' George Raft 
played the part of an FBI Agent working undercover in England, ft was an 
indifferent role and no features objectionable to the Bureau were noted. 
(94-45777) 

At this time Raft portrayed a law enforcement officer in \ 
the television production, *1 Am the Law^ " "Xhe Los Angeles Office (i^ 
observed that the shows dilnot always picture law enforcement in a favorable 
li^t. Raft continued to play his *tough type" roles and used many slang 
egressions wlxich have long since become obsolete in law enforcement. The 
general impression of the programs gathered from viewing them was not 
favorable to law enforcement. (62-75147-26-450, p. 24) 
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SECTION n PUBLIC SOURCE DATA RE RAFT 

A. BACKGROUMD AS RELATED IN PRESS 

In January, 1952, the Los Angeles Office reported that 
an article appeared in the "Pasadena Star News** for July 1, 1951, giving 
a thumbnail slretch of a publicity agent* s concept of the life history of 
Raft. This article was prompted by Raft's new radio show called 
"Rockey Jordan** and the television show in which Raft was scheduled 
to appear. 

The article stated that Raft began life in New York's 
"Hell's Kitchen" where he boxed his way into Madison Square Garden. 
Soon he abandoned the ring to join the chorus of Texas Guinan's Kight 
Oxxh in the Beaux Arts Hotel as a dancer in the male chorus line. He 
was reportedly an expert at dancing the Charleston and attracted the 
attention of Larry Eay, an underworld czar whose close friends were 
New York millionaires, according to the article. It was allied that. 
Fay introduced Raft to the then Prince of Wales who became a pupil of 
Raft and it was alleged that the Prince of Wales gave Raft a solid gold 
cigaret case which Raft carries to this day. When Fay bought the old 
club "Florida** off Broadway, Raft was signed as its star. Ibe notices 
and plugs of columnist Walter Winchell and lulark Bellinger boosted Raft 
but his popularity allegedly soared only after the death of Rudolph Valentino, 
the late movie star. Raft was then cast as one of the characters in the 
motion picture "Scar Face*' which featured Paul Muni. This was supposed 
to have been his first real motion picture hit. 

T^e article alleged that Raft **discovered** the late motion 
pictiu-e actress Carole Liombard and had her play a role opposite him in 
the movie **Bolero. ** Jt continued that Raft never drinks, smokes cmly on 
occasion, and trains as he did as a young prize fighter. The press agent 
said that although Raft was 54 years of age he looked much younger and 
was in excellent physical condition. (62-75147-26-A) 

George Raft has been thoroug^y castigated by columnist 
Westbrook P^ler on several occasions. In his column for October 28, 
1946, Pegler discussed the dice game in Leo IXirocher*s apartment in 
^ which Raft took $18, 500 from Martin Shurin. Pegler alleged that Durocher 
and Raft had been intimate associates for a number of yearsJMe included 
among Raft's other friends Bugsy Siegel, Mack Gray, wa. Max Q*eenberg 
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and Ownej Madden, ti his column of June 25, 1947, P^ler included 
Lucky Luciano and **Little Augie** Caiiano, a well-known New York 
hoodlum, among the mutual friends of Raft and Siegel. Pegler's colusm 
of October 22, 1947, repeated much of this information. (62-80230-A, 
62-81518-A and 62-81093-9-A) 

An article cnj tfiag the Hollywood hy-line of Aline Moatay . 
appeared in the Washington Times-Herald on May 16, 1947 with the 
headline **Mi sunder stood George Is Sweet and Gentle At Heart. " The 
article was a particularly sentimental diatribe designed to paint Raft 
as a big-hearted graduate of New York's Hell*s IQtchen who could not turn 
his back on his friends of former years. It claimed that Raft's reputation 
as a tough stem^ied entirely from the type of roles he played on the screen. 
According to the article, Raft does not drink and plays bridge rather than 
poker. He is described as loving stewed tomatoes, kids and baseball. 
Part of the article was based on conversations the writer had with 
Mack Gray whom she describes as Raft's pal longer than either can 
remember. When asked about his nickname of Killer, Gray stated that 
he was once called that in fun by Carole Lombard and the label was 
pounced on publicity men. He stated, I'm no killer. Fve never even 
had a traffic ticket. They say Fm Raft*s bodyguard. Look at Geox^e. 
Does he look like a guy who needs a bodyguard? Better to say he's my 
bodyguard. " Without mentioning him by name, the article referred to 
the columnist who insists Raft cheats at craps and gambles at baseball, 
meaning, of course, Pegler, and claims that the columnist is all wet. It 
quotes Mack Gray as saying that the charges were originated fay '^ war 
worker in 1943 who was sore because he lost money gambling with Raft. ** 
Gray added, "Hefis behind bars now as a draft-dodger too. ** The article 
continues: "Ihe only sport Raft lays lettuce on is horse-racing and he 
belongs to a bridge, not a poker club. In short, said the shadow, Raft 
is danged near a 100 per cent lily-white leaguer. 

**Iq a town where more com goes into liquor than fritters, 
Raft is a teetotaler. The only thing stewed at his night club table are the 
tomatoes, his favorite dish. 

*n[ie takes care of more broken-down bums than the midni^f 
mission and he's a sucker for a sad tale. He grew up in New York's HeU's 
Kitchen and he's never forgotten its characters. 

"'George danced in New York for years and met a lot of guys 
who ended up on the other side of the fence. But just because they did 
doesn't mean they're not his friends now, ' said Mack. " (62-75147-A) 
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in 1951 the Los Angeles Office reported that Raft's name 
had api>eared very little in the news during the recent months. Paul V, 
Ooates, columnist for the Los Angeles •Tjiirror" reported on March 14, 
1951, that early films in which Raft appeared as an actor caused the 
public to become a •'nation of hoodlum coddlers. fi is customary now to 
think of these bums as romantic personalities. Hollywood's slighl^iimo 
witted cafe society is probably the worst offender in this respect. £ome ^ 
years ago Benny Siegel came out here f^nd was immediately accepted as 
a social leader." (62-75147 Sub 26, Sec. SO-397) . ^ ■ 

Ihe September, 1955, issue of the magazine, •«USH-HUSH, « 

a scandal-type publication in manner of ''Confidential*' and other expose 
magazines, carried an article by Gotram entitled ''Why George Raft 
Was Blackballed in Las Vegas. ** The article concerned the decision of 
the Nevada Tax Commission turning down Raft as a share holder in the 
Flamingo Qub, a hotel-casino in Las Vegas built by Bugsy Siegel shortly 
before his assassination. As noted above, Raft's case was reconsidered 
/ by the Commission and he was permitted to take a one per cent share In 
the Flamingo. According to the article, Raft was originally turned down 
because of his reputed association with well-known gangsters and hoodlums. 
When questioned for details concerning the hearing, the article stated that 
the Tax Commission declared that it was classified police material and 
they had no right to discuss it. The Article pointed out that Raft had never 
been charged with anything more serious than traffic violations and that 
the refusal of the commission to give details on which their decision was 
based, led to numerous rumors concerning Raft's intimate association 
with underworld characters such as John Gapone and Mickey Cdien. K 
mentioned that Raft in 1944 had testified on behalf of Bugsy Siegel and 
Allen Smiley when the latter two were arrested for bookmaking. The 
article stated "Insiders who know the score in Las Vegas consider the 
deal Georgie (Raft) got in Carson City a raw one. First, they know Raft 
well enough to realize that he is no underworld character, appearances to 
the contrary. Though the tough guy of the movies has a disarmingly gentle 
personality and he's always been straight as *The Strip' in Las Vegas, Raft 
likes the flamboyant way of life of his gangster friends. ** The article 
mentioned Raft's 'Vhirlwind affair" with Betty Doss and the subsequent 
beating of her attorney, Ed Raiden. The article concluded by stating 
"George Raft's crime is that he had the decency to remember a boyhood 
pal (Siegel) everyone else wanted to forget. la Las V^s this kind of crime 
doesnU pay. " 

The Los Angeles "Herald Express" of March 23, 1954, 
contained an article stating that a Silver Anniversary Testimonial Diimer 
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was given for Raft at the Friars Qub in Severely Hills on March 22, 1954. 
Hie article said that Raft '^wept openly" during this dinner and that speakers 
included Jack L. Warner, Daryl Zanuck, Dore Schary, George Bums and 
SLapsie Maxie Rosenbloom who said Raft taught him how to fight. (62-7S147 
Sub 26 Sec. 40-450 P. 14) 

B. PRESS ACCOUNTS OF RAFTS ASSOCUnON WITH KNOWN HOODLUMS 

1. Owney Madden 

Tbe following appeared in an article on Mickey O^en 

in the New York Sunday News on September 18, 1949: "One time 
Ovney Madden made so bold as to hang his hat in a Malibu beach 
cottage for the Summer. He was here to visit his protege, George Raft, 
who was just beginning to click in the movies. 

•KJwney and Raft were both products of Hell*s Kitchen, 
a section of Manhattan which cradled a number of New York^s famous 
and infamous. 

*X>wney went farther and faster than Georgie. During 
prohibition, while Raft was dancing, first in a club far down on the 
East Side and then in Texas Ouinan's emporium, Owney was the 
undisputed boss of the beer racket. Both Owney and Georgie were 
pals with a lot of wrong guys — guys who woke up from time to time 
with holes in their heads. 

**S was Owney who thought that Raft would make good in 
Hollywood. Georgie did, and Owney came out now and then to see 
him." (62-75147-26-A) 

Benjamin "Bugsy" Siegel ' w\ 

A^item on November 21, 1940, t^ted that 
Benjamin "Bugsy** Si^el was in the Los Angeles County jail at that 
time and had among his possessions a check for $3, 200, irtiicfa check 
was written by Siegel and endorsed by George Raft. Siegel was in 
jail for the murder of Harry "Big Greeny" Greenberg, Los Angeles 
gambler. C^^-l^'^T-^^'S*! 

An article appearing in the Washington Post for Jime 25, 
1947, shortly after the murder of Bugsy Siegel stated, "Siegel* s 
Hollywood playboy front in which he hobnobbed with film celebrities 



2. 
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like his pal, George Raft, was just to cover vp his participation 
in an international narcotics ring. (62-75147-26-A) 

An article appeared in the Los Angeles Times on 
July 18, 1944, with a headline, **George Raft Aids Defense at Trial 
of Bugsy Siegel, ** which described Raft's intercession in the 
preliminary hearing r^:arding bookmaking charges placed against 
Siegel and Alltn Smiley. Raft testified that neither of them were 
'•making book** when the Deputy Sheriff dropped in. Raft addressed 
questions to the District Attorney ^rtiile being interrogated on the 
stand and was reminded the judge that he was not permitted to 
question people from the witness stand. Raft retorted **Why not, Fm 
entitled to free speech arenH I? Besides I think this whole thing is 
ridiculous!" Raft said that he and Smiley were playing gin rummy 
with friends and making telephone bets on horses in Nevada, where 
off-track betting is legal when the raid was made. (62-73497-10) 

3. Jotm Capone 

In 1953, the Los Angeles Office reported that the 
Los Angeles *Times** for September 30, 1953, contained an article relating 
that the Beverly Hills Police Department had arrested John Capone, 
brother of the late Al Capone, Chicago underworld king of the 
prohibition era. ft was stated the arrest took place on September 29, 
1953, at the Beverly Hills Hotel where Capone was registered as a 
guest with an associate^ Joseph Laino, who claimed to be a street 
inspector for the city of Chicago. Capone was found to carry $5, 362 
in currency and Laino had only $89 in his possession. They daimed 
they were preparing to leave for Las Vegas on their way to Chicago. 
After fingerprinting and photographing, Capone and Laino were released 
from police custody when the actor George Raft, who was in the hotel 
at the time of the arrest, vouched that Capone aiid Laino would leave 
Beverly Hills immediately, ft was Raft's e:q>lanation that he is an old 
friend of John Capone and that Capone had called him to the hotel where 
they were having a couple of drinks. Capone insisted that he was in 
Los Angeles to collect some money from a person wiio had previously 
borrowed from him, and Laino describttlg his job with the Chicago 
Street Department stating, *'I just work off and on. I handle complaints 
on loose manhole covers.** Capone and Laino were lodged in the 
Beverly Hills Jail ovemi^ and their attorney interceded for tfaem the 
next morning following their arrest along with Raft. Raft was not 
held. (62-75147-26-447) 
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4. Mickey Cohen 

An article appearing in the Los Angeles Herald and 
JSsqpress on August Z2, 1949, indicated that a telephone tap placed 
on underworld character Mickey Cohen by the Los Angeles Police 
v/ Department revealed that he and a couple of other **fellows** were 

"^Mxt at George Raft's last night. ** 'Riej were allied to have had a. ^ 
grand dinner and enjoyed themselves very much, Cohen's wife 
was quoted as telling another individual that they really have a 
grand time when they go out there (Raft's) and they think nothing of 
staying out all ni^. 

5. Frank Carbo 

**Sports, Illustrated*' magazine for January 24, 1955, 
carried an article entitled "Use Boxing Monopolies Put On The 
Squeeze. " It told the story of how Donald Rettman was frozen out 
of the management of a promising nciiddleweig^t fighter named 
George Jcdmson. 

'X)ne day in November, 1953, Rettman ran into his 
old friend, the Wilmington syndicate man, who listened to 
his troubles and then produced an idea which Rettman, in 
the state of mind he had reached, was glad to hear. George 
Baft, the movie star, will be in Wilmington soon, the gambler 
said. Raft was interested in boxing and liked to have pieces 
of fighters and was on close terms with the hoodlums whose 
prototypes he played on the screen. For instance, Frank 
Carbo. Carbo liked Raft so well, in fact, that instead of 
insisting on the usual 15% minimum as his share of the manage- ' 
ment contract, he asked Raft for only 10% on fighters Raft 
owned; sometimes even less* If Rettman could make a deal 
with Raft, the gambler pointed out, be and Johnson would 
have Raft's influence working for them on the West Coast 
and Carbo's protection in the East, a wonderful ck mbination. 
However, as it turned out before a deal could be consummated 
with Raft, promoter Herman Taylor in some way managed to 




C. MISCELLANEOUS PRESS ACCOUNTS 



(62-75147-87-149-254) 



Bureau files contain several press items irom the 
Los Angeles papers in December, 1946, regarding a suit for $300, 000 
brought against Raft by Edwarcl Raiden, a Hollywood Attorney. Also 
named as defendants were Raft's bodyguard, Mack Gray, Ben Piatt, and 
Gray's brother Joe. The available news accountants treated the af^ir 
in a very sensationalised manner, ft was alleged that while Mack Gray 
held Raiden and pinned his arms behind his back that Raft had beaten him 
with his fists and then kicked him in the groin and stomach with his knee. 
Final dispositions of the suit is not given in Bufiles. (65-5233-8 ends. ) 

A Washington "Times-Herald" newspaper article of 
July 25, 1946, captioned "George Raft's Dice Victim Craps Out as a 
Draft Dodger** states that Morris Siurin was apprehended by the FBI as 
a draft dodger on July 24, 1946. The article states "Shurin, 33, Mlb 
received the condolences of friends after he faded actor George Raft in 
a craps game in baseball's Leo 'Lippy' Durocher's apartment.Haft made 
13 successive passes and took $18, 500 from Shurin. " (25-288460-7) 

A news account of Martin Sburin*s complaint r^jardtng the 
dice game in Durocher*s apartment on March 24, 1944, appeared in the 
Washington Post on November 16, 1944. The article quoted Mack Gray 
described as 'protector, chauffeur, fellow gambler and general Jian^y 
man** for Raft. In his statement, Gray said that it sounded like a *!{rame- 
up" to him and that Raft znade enough in motion pictures that he did not 
need that kind of money. (80-634-A) 



Ja 1949 the Los Angeles Office reported that a syndicate 
from that city headed by film actor George Raft and including financier 
Todd Horn and Billy Mann had purchased the Desert Retreat Hotel in 
Palm Siprings, California, for $250, 000. lliis purchase was noted in the 
Los Angeles *Qerald and Eb^ress" of November 22, 1048. Tlie article also 
mentioned that extensive improvements and additions would be made to the 
resort which is considered one of the swankiest in Palm Springs and that Mann 

would be the General Manager with Raft acting as a silent partner. 

(62-75147 sub 26, Sec. 19 , serial 285) WB^BMMH— ^BJ^ 

^7-11000-102 P. 39) 
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SECTION m MISCELLANEOUS AND UNSUBSTANTIATED INFORMATION 
A. ALLEGED CONNECTIONS WITH NATIONAL GAMBLING Sn<n>ICATE 



connection with 




interviewed by the Newark Office in 
ition in 1944, described herself mUBl 
^had aBfforWftfl with Jtait « 

in Hollywood, California, and Reno, Nevada, where he had done a con- 
Biderable amount of gambling. She advised that Joe Adonis, well-known 
crime figure, was a very dose friend of Raft and that they were both closely 
associated with Willy Moretti who operated a large gambling house in 
Cliffside, New Jersey. The reporting Agent commented that her reliability 
was somewhat doubtful and that too much credence could not be put in her 
information. (91-1221-599 p. 3,4) 




(62-75147-26, Sec. 16, Serials 195- 

In 1949 the Los Angeles Office advised that Raft continued to 
handle interests in Palm brings, California, and was reported to have a 
large amount of control over gambling activities in the Los Angeles area, J| 




Sub 26, serial 821) 



Sec. 27-375) 



I Rprtion HI 



In May, 2954, ttie San Jnan DiTision reported tfaat information 
previoufily set forth in Loe Angeles Gil that Baft and associates were 

attempting to obtain a license and gambling casino in Puerto Rico. Ijos 
Alleles later reported that their attempts were imsuccessful. 
(62-75147-12-38) 

K PERSONAL GAMBUNG ACmiTlES 

In May, 1947, the San Diego Office, advised that Jack 
Dragna, the Los Angeles representative of Trans-America Wire Sezvipe, 
for gambling and bookmaking, or Bugsy Siegel sent George Raft to 
Tijuana, to discuss subscrib^ to ttie Wire E^rvice by Augies Sylvestre^ 
llexican race track operator, at Tijuana, Meiico. It frais stated that 
Sylvestxe resented the efforts of the Trans-American group to get him to 




According to the Chicago Crime Commission as reported 
in Bureau gambling survey in 1951, there ipere lax^e gambling card games 
held at the Sheridan Botel, and tiiese games were frequented bj Gecrge Raft, 
Frank Costello and other prominent individuals. (€2-32518-1004, p. 9^ 
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C. RELATIONSHIP WITH SIEGEL 




"Los Angeles Mirror", columnist Florabel Muir reported 
in her column of July 19, 1951, that Raft still associated with his 
"bodyguard' kno^ as Mack (Killer) Gray. (62-75147, 26, 408) 
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D. OB^ENE FILM PURCHASER 

In 1945, the Los Angeles Division advised that it iiad 
" Aome to their attention that a very exclusive and closely knit HoUjrwood 
ring dealing in elaborately staged and technically perfect obscene motion 
picture films was in business in that city. It jsras alleged that the £Llms 
* sold for more tha)i $500 pe^eelj the princis^ market being the wealthy 
HoUsHKOod movie crowd anaiother selected groiq)s throughout the country. 
Among the major studio executives and stars who are beUeved to have 
purchased such film for their own personal libraries was George Raft, 
the motion-picture actor. (62-75147-26-59) 
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For record purposes 

Evening Post, " Washington Office, advised 



/ 




Trotter 

Nease 

T«lc. Room _ 
HoUooan 



of the "Saturday 
Lt the magazine was going 
to run a series of stories written by Georgfe^l^t in which allegedly Raft 
wou ld reveal some of his contacts with hoodlums and the like in years gone 
by. AHHBstated the Post was doubtful if Raft would tell very much and 1 
wonoere^i^ for guidance purposes, we could give him a rundown on Raft s 
the Post would know if he was telling the truth in his /Articles. j)-?^/ 

SlfHfwas informed that we could not'give him any runoown 
Raft's background , that as far as we know he had no fingerprint arrest record 

and, as to his contact with hoodlums and the like which he allegedly will reveal 
in his series, this was a matter the Bureau could not help on in any way, 
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few ^eturea . . . cocks 
. ttea ^fpai Uteg 
_ C^i^atn KiBi(!Z 
] ^ p | ri i«^ be was jost a aoldier 
Ipit ifc tfHty'aa ^ aahed tat 
^-'SaihtfV^ * "picaope be 

vtatte^Bced and tek- 
yiD nmr «ee a 



In superb Hollywood iorm. 
Raft pereonally kept hoodlums 
from snwshing up the casina 
Nary a dot macbioe was dent- 
ed 

1 stood at tbe door, raised 
my aims, and said: TioV " 
They tnnrnMwl and .went 
away." I 

He was onanaed— no gat 
andaoUieKliSbts. 

1 aever told aayoM I am 
he mU. •tat I 
I h*M a M «r people.'' 




WbeQ tbe lebels arrived two 
days lrter< ~t1$ bnnkiri oot )n 
wnaw.wtuoBd ipieBdap sb Vhe 
Jonth and fifth floon, "guilts 
of ihehouae.- 
"Kioest quietest foys Fve 

paft iLte. TlHpMi^ WBB mg 
fuar and riltht pasa^. 

looks 15 years younger, 
oext movie, as yet u&- 
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£unoiuBi 

ACTIVITIiiS 
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JUrck 23» 1M2 

city Septetfter 27, IWS, tif Italiai ptnitagt. m M « ^ 
daaccr aad sptak-tasy •■urtaiMr im New York im^lus 
4«ys MM clalii^ te lavt f4H|£ht five professloial ^ ^ _ , 
ntclMs iBcMi^i pralliOiiaflts im IbdaiM Sqoart f tf4tB« 





€torst Kift ka» totft tknre«^ eafttUat«i kgr 

colaimr«r October 2t.^946, Hfler dlactsUra^diSjw 
,iB Leo DlffoclMr*s •partMBt U KUcb Kaft t«6k SiSjOO froB 
Mart In SborlB. P«gler alleged tkat Duroclier, «cll->tmi 

tesy SUgcl (decea&ed) , Hack (SrayT ittli aliases. lUcrCr* 
ana Oimey Naddea.^^ kls colon or 





"%j the Caitod Statea* 



r TiM SifieiAer, ItSSi ef t>e Maalae "J 

gSH • ■ •<«a^^|7^.enlicatloft. eaiTlod 
Iflke fiotraa ostitled 'lOqr iooiie Kaft laa BXacmlM 




^4 - 



Las yoga s.* The article related a«decUlMi 
ey .. yO aKl aa^BB i ^^M ^^fc .jBl^t IB^a, mttT^^d iJcwi K 

•«?^-#sw WPI- . . _ . . , ^ fir ttaoi 

SLrt la tiM 



t« tiM article taft was «rif Inally fsned 

ted assoclatiOB with Ml-^ ^ - 

, . fnieatiMid fsar 4it«lui < 

■■^^^^^.§%MUi that the Tai CedMte ieclared 

^ JtUce BateHtl mi Onr M^H^ t« iietiaa it. fhe 
— article folBtad «r mt Kaft hod amr heea chamd 
= aiarthiat Mit aerlMs Umb traffic wlalatitas aad^the 




-Callahan 
Conrad _ 
D*Loacti 




• 



Ceorgc lAf t 




M Jflcknr " 
testlfittf< 
..tlM Sat 



M MOf •f Bogsy Sltgel ABd AUtA Smiln ihti Mfc^ 




- U ll»rciiter, 1940, teir Simf was U tte ^ 

^ lilail clMiit4 with Ite vdcr al larrj^Bis ^rttnf ^ 
Crttaberg, Las Angelas gai&ltr. Slafal vas aat caBrictaf 

^-fj-;: .*-Aa drttcla lH t1» •Wasfai^aa tas^ W*^^ 
1947, shortly after tiM anrder af Bo&sr ^i^«l^ stated 
*Sleeel's Hollywood playboy front la inicli ac aobaobbed witb 
flU^^tlAbri^iaa liUfi^fal, fiaaaa ^J«Pi^.^i^ 




18. 1944« vitli ar6a41iM. ^CabTse tsift 



M jnrtlcla iM^tal^iV la%W ^Ua AiKalas tiaaiT 

riTds Dafisai at 




_ Jl' 

las aUttd the Srtat taal:>laca aa tetadberllL t^\^ 
lererlj lills Hotal ifeere CiMae was Mf isterad ia « atraif .^ 
auactar far the city of Chleaia. tmfim was HUnd ta^im' 
iB^cvrxwKy odt Ulna M oaljr W U hU Joaasaaaloi. 
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Tkij claiaid that thty vtrt mp^im t» iMrt far iaa fttia 
•a tiMir w«y to Ckicafo. Ca^aa aad Lalaa vara raltaaaf frm 
fallca cutady lAaa lafl. tl» «as la tlM hattl «t ^ tter^^ 



of tlic arrast. Toachad t(at C^ae aad lalao voSuilPaara 
Ip: Btrarly lills iaMtfiataly. Xt aas Kaft*a axplaaatioa thi 



_ . thatia. 

la aa aid friaad of C^ae iad that Capaaa lud callad hia 
tha Iwtal vbcre tl^y atra hariag a coi^la af drlMLa.^^:^;;. :>^^ ,^ 



^v?, w articla afpaari^ ia tha *Laa Aagalaa BanU «al 

Expre&s* oa Aosost }3» 1949, iadicated that a talaphoaa-^ip 
laced aa aadarvorld Character Nlckaj Cahaa hy tht Las A9t%Uw 



i 



rolica Bapartwat raraalad that ha aad a coopla of othar , 
•fallows* aara ■oat at €aoiia Kaft's last alght.* < , ^J!^^ 



Pfe^ s^^ V^^r It fishlagtoi. ». C. Tlaes^ralr ataspaaii^l^icla 
-r. of laly 25, mc, captioatd "Geoixa taft*s ^ca Yictlii ^s - 
. ©at as a Draft Dodger* states that Iterts Sfenria was - ' -*-r 

af friaafls after he faded actor George taft la a crap gam 
ia baseball's Leo *Llppy* Dorocber' s^aMrtaent . X&ft aade 
thlr^eaa saccessiyc passes aad took $lh,5(K) froa Sharia." 



.^^- WTB: y.-:^^i8jlecs iMt . coast Itate 'a^snaaaiy 




BofUes. The,j|h«ve is voblic source iaforiijilf^ 

' 



— ^-'^ 



^u^^^^^-X:^::-'- ■' . i«f .A-.s>^'«5^' 
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Accused of 
Ten Cvosioii^S 

— Actor Ggw^^aa was 
accused je>UHii> IB l federal 
grand jury indictinent of evading 
pajment of iococoe Uxce by ud- 
derstatiDg his teome is Oe 
amount dt approximately $85,000 
for Ibe years 19St-1963. 

Tbe iuBctmeot «arned six 
counts — five of evading taxes 
and ooe of making a false 
staiemeot. 
! Mr. Raft, MS, is exDecl<>d to 
s urrender on tlie HidictiDai 
v!wiit 6e AvaigDed 
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on 



eliTiOnt 
Mohr, 
De^ _ 
Casper 
Callahan 
Conrad 
Felt 




Trotter 

Tele Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 




The Waehinqton Poet and _ 

Times Herald 
The Washinqton Daily News 
The ETSnlng Star 



f</^ 



New York Herald Tribune 

New York JoumaNAmerlcon . 

New York Dally News 

New York Post 



The New York Times 

Tbe Baltimore Sun 

The Worker 

Tbe New Laoder 



The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer . 
People's World 
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UNITED STATES GOvERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



Director, FBI 



date: 1/11/66 



tkow^MT Legat, London (163*1699) (P) 

subject: GEORGg RAFT 



On 11/1/65 an article appeared in the Londo 
Mirror" indicating *h«> mnvit=: artnr fiFnTtaff r, 
open a Las Vegas-Btyle nightclub in London 



f 






This matter will be followed 
the Bureau will be further advised, 




3 Bureau 

- Liaison (sent direct) 
ndon 





C5) 
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Director, FBI 

gat, London CI63-1699) <RUC) 



date: 9/9/66 



^eLonlet '8/2/66. 



Enclosed are copies of State Department communi- 
cations and American Embassy communications concerning 
this matter. Copies not retained London and no further 
action contemplated London. 



7 3 V Bureau (Enc, 9) 
L^i^ Liaison (sent direct) 
1 - London 
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SAC , New York 



9-2-67 



Director, FBI 



GEORGE RAFT 



BUDED 4-3.07 



TWTINFORMATION CONTf.r '? 




This request must be complied with promptly in accordance 
with instructions contained in Section 103 of the Manual of Instructions. 
Submit the results of your inquiries in a letterhead memorandum. The 
Bureau is origin in this case and must be advised of all action taken. 

The letterhead memorandum must be prepar ed in such a 
manner as to fully protect our sources and techniques. 




not mclude the names of Special Agents in either the letterhead memo- 
randum or in signed statements. The letterhead memorandum should 
receive a protective security classification if warranted but should 
not receive a group classification. Do not include the property state- 
ment in the letterhead memorandum unless special reasons exist and 
any such reasons should be explained in the cover letter. 




Enc.-1 In ooanacHon with tht matter iavotT 
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cc's Mr. Deloach 
Mr. Rosen 



UNITED STATES GO\ ERNME\T 

Memorandum 



Mr. Wick 




TO 



FROM 



MR. T0150N 



C. D. DE LOACH 



DATE 3/15/67 





SUBJECT. 




GEORGE RAFT 
ANTI- RACKE TEERING 

REQUEST FROM SENATOR GEORGE MURPHY 
FOR APPOINTMENT FOR RAFT 



Senator George Murphy (R. - Calif.) called toe at 6:00 p. m. , 
3/14/67, and stated that he had received a call from George Raft, the movie 
star and alleged associate of hoodlums. He stated that he knows Raft due 
to their association in the movies. Senator Mxirphy does not consider him 
a personal friend and has never stuck out his neck for Raft. The Senator did 
state, however, that on one occasion he interceded for Raft with the Internal 
Revenue Service when Raft was in serious trouble. 

Senator Murphy told me that Raft was recently kicked out of 
England because of alleged hoodlum connections and activities. Raft has 
protested this action to Senator Murphy and has asked him to write a letter . 
in his behalf to the British Government. The Senator has refused to do this, i)'^^ 
Raft next asked the Senator If he would intercede for him with sonMOoe in the 
FBI so that he, Raft, could call by FBI Headquarters and take a look at any 
file the FBI may have on him. The Senator stated he refused to do this, 
however, he did tell Raft he would be glad to line up an appointment so that 
Raft could make any statement he might desire to the FBI. 

I told Senator Murphy that while we would be glad to merely listen 
to Raft and take down any statement he might want to make for the record, 
nevertheless, we would not give Raft one dime's worth of information con- 
cerning him or anyone else. The Senator stated he knew this to be true and 
he would once again call Raft and tell him these facts. He stated he would 
get in touch with us later in the event Raft did desire to arrai^e an appointment. 




ACTION; For record purposes. 



CDD:' 
(7) 




-,f 20 1S57 
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ALL INFORMATION CO*!TAr:ED 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS::.,.. 





April 4, 1M7 




Mi. 



0 

George Bidtt^ 



1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr 
1 
1 



DeLoach 
Wick 

Gale 




1275 Beverly Estates DriTe 
Beverly EiUs, CaUloraia 90210 

Dear Mr. Raft: 



This vUl adcao^cdge jomr letter ot Kardi 28, 
1967, eoQcemiz^ the actio&s tbe British Goyemmeot in 
excluding yoD fr om t he United Kingdom. I am certain yon 
realise that the FBI has no jmrlsfftctioa tn Fnglanrt aad has 
no control orer gOTenunental actlott taken bf a foreign 
country. 

In tbe event yon desire to sappltm^ yoar 
letter vith additional data, yon may be certain that Mch 
viU be made a matter of permanent record 190a receipt at 
this Barcaa. 

Tery tmly yonrsy 




John Eifear Hoover B AH? 6 W 
Director 



NOTE: See memo J. H. Gale to De Loach captioned "George Raft, 
Information Concerning, " 4-4-67, 





MATION CONTAINED 



Tele. Room 
Hol3:e».. — Br. 
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Transmit the following in 
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) 1 




FBI 1 




Date: 4/3/67 1 


(Type in plaintext or code) ' 


(Priority) | 



DIHSCTO?., FBI 

(ATT: LIAISOK SECTIOK) 



FRCy. : SAC, KEV: YORK (I63-I992 ) (f^^' ^ ) 



r_;...- v^— .1.-.. _ 



Kncl?sed are the original and 5 copies of an LHM 



raitable frr cisse.T.insti and ^ crriies 



an article from 



the Will Street J:urnal re SCGFITOKi: and Tel-A-Sign. 
AUSA FAV2R, SDI\Y, was contacted by SA 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



'■"W Bureau ( -els .1DJe>^SX^ 
(1- LIAISCiK SSCTlC'K) 
1- New York -i i-; 

< r C ' 




gup 



a APR 4 1967 



Approved: 



EE 



Q^Si^ipl Ag^t^^ 



Sent 



.M Per 



horge 





VJSl D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JDSTJ 
KEDEBAL BUBEAO OF IN¥SSTIGATION 

Kew York, New York 
April 3* 1967 



George -Raft 



AsBistant United States Attorney Michael 
Southern District of Kew York, iadvii 




, In this connection, the office of the United States 

Attorney jSoj^her^D^trict of New York, advised in June, I965, 
that one flHHjHHH^g^ve stock in the Tel-A-Sign 
Corporatior^^jeorg^tl^t, among others. Reft received 1000 
shares. ^^(^ 

- An article dealing with the Grand Jury inquiry into 
Tel-A-Sign and SCOPITONE, the "^uke box" device purchased 
by Tel-A-Sign, ^appeared in the "Wall Street Journal" issue of 
April 26, 1966. Copies of this article are being furnished 
with this communication. ' ; 
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Vi^O'Lile JxikQbox Probe 

Grand Jury Looks Into Everybody Linked 
With Scopitone; TekA-Sign Assails^I^ 



By Scott R. Schmldel 

stag Refiiier of The ^Vall Street Jocfna:. 
NEW yORK-A ye!«- or so ago. pleasure- 
seekers bega.i lo no'jce a strange new device 
In their !avorite bars ar.d eocUlail lounges. It 
w? ; caJled Scooilone. Put a quarter In it and 
.« fr.i-t,^ : !;g;;t -^p v-iih a color movie, 

usua.!!/ Oi a pretty g^rl gj rating to a peppy, 
^xvinging tune. 

This animated jukebox was the product o( 
Tel-A-S:jr., Inc., a Chirago nanu'acturer of 
plastic electric sijni. -Ah:;;: had acquired the 
U.S. and Latin American rights to Scopitone. 
.from a French company. Tel-A-Sign, itseU. haa* 
Ijhad a notably unspectacular history. Its high- 
[■est *.ir.uii siles reported so fax, tor the year 
J ended Feb. ZS, 1965. were $7.8 million; it hasn't 
t yet ' reported for fiscal 1566. Tel-A-Sip has 
tiev«!r paid a dividend, and over the yiears it 
>>« ib.curAUIated a ret deficit. 
. For a while, however, prospects of the new 
. iniuserae.-.t device I'-i'-ed the interest of stock 
traders, ar.d frori a low of Si a shire on th« 
Arne.-icaa Stock E.xchar.ge in early 1964, Tel- 
A-Sign conunon stock soared to S9.50 in mid- 
I96S .before skidding to around S4, where it 
has hov«red since. It closed yesterday at 

But If investor interest has lagged some- 
what, this isn't to 5ay the company isn't get'b.g 
*a lot of attention these da>s. For more than a 
year, a Fed;ra! grand jur>- in New Tork has J 
been diggl"? into the background of everyone 
andeverjS-'ng ever connected with Scopitone 
lad Tel-A-Sizn. , • . • » ' 



Lurge^Scaile Endeavor 

Some very odd names are popping" up In 
the questioning— people like Gerardo (Gerry) 
Catena, Meyer Lansky. Vincent (Jimmy Blue 
Eyes) Alo and Thomas (Tommy Ryan) Efcoli. 
all top Cosa Nostra chieftain.s. Sonne eminently 
respectable people have been subpoenaed as 
well, alt c' wiiich adds to the mysterj- of the 
affair. There's no do-jbt it's a large-scale en- 
deavor, ■with witnesses being called from New 
.York, New England, the Midwest, California, 
Las Vegas ar.d Florida. ^ j 

" The U.S. Attorney's office here declines to , 
confirm or deny the existence of the tnvestiga- ^ 
tSon or to comment on reports about it. But 
jtrcm the questions asked of several witnesses 
l.t seems obWous t-hat this investigation is part 
i>f the Justice Depart-nent's continuing searclj 

t>r pc:sible gangster in/luences on legitimati! 
usinesses. il 
Jukebo.ve5, pinball machLies, vending i..-''- 
chines, and other coin-operated devices have^ 
long been considered by police to be targets 
for fronts for underworld operaMons. "It's easy 
«-ith cash operations to di.fguise other activi- 
ties," a law-erJorceraent official notes. "The 
mob is alwavs in thir^gs where a lot of cash 
is handled." ' 

The honesty and integrity of the present 
Tel-A-Sign ma.-.agement isn't in question. It is 
understood. Instead, the inquiry is understood 
to be related to whether hood:ums have suc- 
ceeded in taking over or intimidating some of 
the independent Xranchised concerns that dis- 
tritmte^ Sco^tone maehi.nM; or «,iiether un- 
savory Cos.. Ho^m henchmen had a financial 
•take in v intermediate company that was in- 
terposed bet»-een Tel-A-Sign and „£as£cp^ 

ALt INFORMATION COt^TAINED 
HEREIN IS DNCuSLIrlEO 
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Corp., the French compar.y that develo{>id Lr.e 
device. • - 

If the latter is the ease, It was one o! the 
most sophisticated— and profitable— schemes 
ever perpetrated by underworld interests in a 
legitimate business venture. For it fives every 
appearance of complete lega'.ity, and yet each 
tloUar invested almo.st immediately turned into 
•* paper profit of 5125. • ' . 

"Old Cagnej- Movies'.' 
• Thus far, no indictments have been returned 
by the grand jury, and a Seopitone distributor, 
who has been before the grand jury, scoffs 
at the entire investigation: "They've been see- 
.ing t'>o many old Cagney movies on TV." 
' Aaron A. Steiger, president of Tel-A-Sign, 
insists that any suggestion that Scopltone has 
«ver had "any corjiection with undesirable ele- 
ments" is "absurd a.nd uncalled for." Mr. 
Steiger asserted yesterday: "I categorically 
'deny a.-.d vigorously risen: such an implica- 
tion from any source. It is incomprehensible 
.that a Federal inquir>- vnth the attendant pos- 
sible newspaper publicity should be allowed to 
.rise. There has never been even a suggestiorTof 
intimidation on the part ot anyone to a.ny of 
.our distributors o.-' operator:. There ccrtainlv 
has been no suggestion of any tane-ove.' h\ ufl- 
lesir&ble elements, and none would be comj- 
enanced." j;. 

But. because of the prominence of some of 
he names ir.\'olved in the gras.i jury inquiry, 
and because Lhfre is no indication of an early 
let-p in the investigation, a closer look at little 
Tel-A-S;gn and the complex maneuverings that 
•urrounded the birth ot Scopitoae may well 
be in order. * 

■ . In 19«3, word had trickled back from France 
abcrjt the divertir- machine developed by Ca- 
meca, a subsidiary of a large French elec- 
tronics concern. Compagnie Generale de Tele- 
graphie Sans Tii (CSFj. The big jukebox-with- 
movies had i capacity of thirty-sL\ 3'.i-mtnute 
sound films in color and seem.ed to have strong 
possibilities as a money-maker. A number of 
U.S. businessmen investigated the licensing 
possibilities, but the e^'e.ntual wiruier was a 
young Miami attorney, AJ\-in L Malaik, now 
3X years old. 

In a recent Interview, Mr. Jfalnik said he 
bad learned about Scopitone through the Wil- 
liam Morris Agency. Inc.. a large talent agen- 
cy. However. Nat Lefkov.itz. executive vice 
pre."iiJent of the ^t^^■is .^gencr. has declined 
to discu-'s the egencys role or to comment on 
the current Liv estigatlon. It U a fact, however, 
that the agency, as a finder's commission. Is 
entitled to a royalty of lO^c of the cost of the 
^Ims that Scopitone. Inc., currently a aubsidi- 
^r>"TJf-7el-A-Sign. produces. 



A H i 3i' i ip» al Investors < 

Other persons were brought into Scopitone 
Inc., to provide working capital, according to 
Mr. Malnik. Several of tiem, he said were 
tatroduced through the late George Wood a 
Moms Agency vice president who died in Ko- 
vember 1963. 

These additional lnvestors-10 individuals- 
lent the infant Scr^i'-r.s $!:.s:;. 7v»" 
.made nominal invest.-.-.:- j. voAuiig ja'Soo. in 
Scopitone stock. 

From Cameca, the Malnik group bought the 
U.S. and Latin American rights to the Scopi- 
tone device for S33,000 and royalties of $112 a 
machine, commenci.ng with the 201st machine 
made in the U.S., with mirJmum royalties to- 
taling J5j-i,000 .over .nine years. 

The Malnik group obviously had no Inten- 
Hon of manufacturing or distributing the uniu 
Itself, and on July 29, 1964, sold 80^^ of lis 
interest in Scopitone, Inc., to Tel-A-Sign for 
S50 000 of Tel-A-Sign's 2.202.003 common shares 
J It was a rich ^"a&^ciion for the Malnik ' 
g:x>up. Its $8,000 ot Scopitone stock was traded 
f(r Tel-A-Sign stock hanng a marke' value 
- M,320,624. Mr. MaWk, for .His o«7i block ot 
,963 of Scopitone stock, received 499,500 shan's 
of Tel-A-Sign, which at the time had a mark - 
value of $2,060,437. Even Mrs. Lois Wool' 
George Wood's *idow and ihe smallest ii! 
vestor m the 11 with o.nJy :49.69 invested in 
Scopitone. got $20,625 worth of e.'cehange stock 
for her holdings. 

Ori~L.;»l Holders '. | 

Mr. Steiger. president of Tel-A-Sign. and 
three associates last Septerr.\:er personally 
purchased all of ilr. ilalnik'o Tel-A-Sign and 
Scopitone holdings. But about 10';; of Tel-A- 
Sign's common shares ou'stir.ding are still 

'held by sc.ne of the original n investors in 

: Scopitone. 

, Reached by telephone in his cabana at the 
.Eden Roc Hotel in Miami Beach recentlv. Mr 
ilainik asserted there have been "no 'unde- 
sirable elements in Scopitone to ray knowl- 
«lge." He also said he hadn't had any expe- 
rlences that .would indicate the unde.-world 
was trj-irts to muscle tn oa Scopitone distribu- 
ton. 

stoat of the ot.hers a *hi origin.i! n-man 
rTOS!£.nave proved considerably less talkative 
.when questioned by a reporter. Among them 
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»re Ab» Green, Alfred Miniaci, In-ing Kaye 
and Maurice Uehitel. a!! of the Nev,- York 
area, who sUU hold at least ^0.000 Tel-A-Sign 
shares and a ITe minority interest in Tel-A- 
Sign's Scopitone subsidiary-. Awonf other 
rights, the S^c interest Is entitled to a royalty 
of J9.50 lor each Scopi'.o.-.e machine n-.sde in 
the U.S. 

Mr. Green Is known in the coin-machine 
industry, as the head of P.unyon Sales Co., 
based in Sprin^ieid, N.J., with alfiliates in 
View York Otj- and East Hartford, Conn. He 
ilso Is associated u-ith a number of other 
cob-tr.= -hine concerns in the metropolitan 
I New I'-Tii area. (Mr. Green couldn't be 
i reached for comment despite repeated phone 
^ealis to his office.) 

' Kew Jersey Mafia 
ji la the past, mob-leader Gerardo Catena has 
wen identified publicly as a principal in the 
iunyon companies. As Attorney General in 
X963, Robert Kennedy told a Se.-Ate subcom- 
mittee that llr. Calena was in charge of Mafia 
"aperatio.-.^ in New Jersey while the big boss,^ 
Vito Ger.ove.'e, sersed tLme in the Federafl 
penitentiary at Atlanta. ■ .| 

At one time, various P.unyon companies 
were headed by a notorious hoodium, Joseph 
(Doc) Stacher. In Janiuiry 1946, Stacher was 
listed ms president of Runyon Sales Co. of° 
New Jersey, and Mr. Green was listed as sec- 
retary-treasurer. In August 1949, Sir. Green 
*a5 listed as presider.: of Runyon Sales Co. 
of New Tork.^ith Stacher as treasurer. 

Stacher, 66, was conWcted in Los Armeies 
bs July 1964 on two charges of Federal income-, 
tax evasion. He received a $10,000 fine and a 
five-year sentence, su.<;pended on condition that 
he voluntarily leave, the U.S. within 30 days. 
'» i< S3irt to be living in Rcme. Tf.'i P.LL-i.-i.'an- 



bom Stacher. Ion; was rumored to be a 
"hidden owner" of Las Vegas pmblJng 
'casinos, and several casino ouTters were sub- 
poenaed at his tax trial. 

- Stacher's mobster connecUor.s oate from 
bootieggL-.g opeiatior.s in the 19J0s. A close 
associate of mobster Longie. Zuillman, Stacher 
was arrested in New Tork in 1931 with Bugsy 
Siegel, Jake (Currah) Shapiro and Louis 
(Lepke) Buchalter; the latter two were later 
e.xccuted for their role in Murder, Inc. In 
1952, he was convicted of conspiracy in a case 
that also resulted in a conviction of Meyer 
■L?-5ky. 

A ?"-V.j, r Vtlerar. 

AU"-* Miniaci, a 30-year veteran of the 
coin-machine business, has headed a group of 
Bronx-based companies using, for the most 
part, the name Paramount— Paramount Ciga- 
rette Service, Inc., Paramount Automatic 
Music Co. and Paramount Vendi.-.g Co. He 
was listed, with many prominent New Yorkers, 
on the letterhead of the finance committee for 
the election ot the Democratic slat* in lasi 
fall's New York City election. 1; 

Mr. Miniaci also was the host, according 
'o r.ewsnaper reports at the time, at a siaaU 
JL— in an exclusive New York restaurant on 
May 2, 1057, attended by Franl< Costello. That 
night, as he retume* to his apartment, racket- 
boss Costello was shot and slightly wounde4 
by a gunman who fired at him in the apart- 
ment-house lobby. 

(In a recent telephone conversation. Mr. 
Miniaci •leclined to discuss Scopitone and the 
current investigation.) 

___Ii34rg Kaye, another of the orlgyiil taoci- 



tone 11, is president of Irving Kaye Co. 
Brooklj-n, makers of billiards eouipment, In 
eluding coin-operated tables. (H«: also dcclipet 
to discuss Scopitone or the investigation. "If: 
none of your business, and I'm not goin^ t( 
indulge any information," he declared.) 

According to Tel-A-Sign officials, Messrs 
Green and Kaye together were the ■origina 
distributors for Scopitone machines in Nev 
Jersey, and Mr. Miniaci was the distribute 
Inr New York. But only a few machines hav^ 
:'een installed in these areas, and Tel-.A-Sisi 
has described these distributors as "Jaactive' 
itor some time. 

^[ Maurice X^iWtel, who couldn't bo reache 
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for comment, has garment industry and res- 
ten P ast t r.terests and is active in'OSTTOcnitic 
Party aCfalrs in New Tork City. He was for- 
merly a director of American News Co., a 
large, publicly ouTiec^ operator of restaurants, 
vendir.g machines and concessions, and news- 
stands. 

In his eorriments yesterday, Mr. Steiger 
said he had learned about Scopitone frorr. con- 
sul'- nis who were seeding possible acquisitions 
for re!-.^-Sijr.. "I know %-irtuajly nothing about 
the 11 pe.-son5 who received Tel-A-Sijn stock; 
In excha.-'.ge for their Scopitone stock," Mr. 
Stei^er continued. "Many of them I never met. 
Mr. MaJrJk had a power of attorney from all 
his S;op:tor.s s'.ockho'.ders, and all negotiations 
were carried on uith him." ; 

Mr. Steiper said his relations with Messrs. 
Green, MirJaci, Kaye, and t'chitel have con- 
sisted of "several m-eetir.js. chieTiy wiLh their 
attorney, in which they asked me to be helpful 
u. disposi.ng of their Tel-A 5ig-. stock or aske<^ 
ne to h^v4 our attorneys re^'t^r tht stoci^ 
si> that ir.ey would be in a position to ocll it. * 
I Mr. Steiger said he had tried to interest po- 
tential buyers in the big block held by the 
foursome. "I also have told their attorney that 
as soon as the present 7el-A-Sign registration 
>)eeomes efiecUve. 1 -will make an application 
f*" register the stock they hold," he stated. 
"We have so instructed our attomej-s." 

Despite this indication that the foursome 
wants to sell its Tel-A-Sign stock, Mr. Mmiaci, 
In the one comment he permitted himself to 
make in the re-en*, conversation with a re- 
porter, said he intended to hold on to bis Tel- 
A-Sign investment 

Royalty Rights 

After the ^talntk group's exchange o! shares 
with rel-A-Sign in July 1964. Mr. MaL-uk re- 
tained a SOCc minority interest in Scopitone. 
This interest carried with it certain royalty 
rights, among them a paj-ment of $33 for 
each machine-made in the U-S. He became 
a vice president and director of Tel-A-Sign. 
at an annual salao' of K9.S00, and he was 
(entitled under the acquUitio.i agreement to 
dejtimat e oss-Curd of the Tei-A-SisSTBCETfof 
durectOTS. 



Durin g 19«, Tei-A-sign stock rose rapioiy 
■ana reached a high of $S a shar»__ln_l9S3 
it continued its climb, to J9.50, which would 
have given Jlr. MaLiik's personally owned 
shares a paper value of about miUion. 

About this time, huwever, a sharp change 
in the minority block's ou-nership occurred- 
the char.ge is still largely unexplained. In 
April 1955, accordi.-.? to a recent registration 
sUtement filed by T»l-A-C-.~. li^j; -j^j c^curi- 
ties and Exchange Commisnon, Mr. llalnilc 
and a close business associate and member 
of the original u. Jay W. Weiss, made an 
agreement "retroactively adjusting" the Hum- 
ber of TeJ-A-S:gn shares that were to go li 
Messrs. Green, Mi.-iaci, Kaye and Uchitel. 

These four had received in July 19S4 a to- 
tal of 81,000 Tel-A-Sign shares. But tmder the 
stated adjustment, Mr. Mainik "relinquished" 
II9,C00 of his shares to the fourso.me, a.".d Mr. 
jVeiss "relinquished- 60.0CO of his IST.SOt'i 
ijhares. This brought the total holdings dl 
Messrs. Green, Miuad, Kaye, and Uchitel 3} 
ao,000 shares. Mr. :*idanik also turned ovJr 
to these four a S% interest te Tel-A-Sign^s 
Scopitone subsidia.'y. 

Tenne!? a "Settlement" - — 

Id an' inten-iew, Mr. Malnik described this 
transaction as a "settlement" of a matter he 
preferred not to discuss. 

Five other perso.ns were members of the 
origuial Scopitone group. They were H. L 
Rschbach. a JQama Beach attorney who re> 
resent-. Mr. Mataik and who seried as secret i 
t«y uf scopitone and received lO.ooo Tel-A-S-m 
ihares: Aaron Weisberg. Las Vegas, who got 
B.O0O shares: Abe Cohen anC ^btrt Kimel- 
man. Washington. D.C., who each got X5,ooo 
Jhares and ita. Loia w.cd. who received 
5.000 shares 

. T^'-^^?^ aid he received his 

interest in Scopitone in reSi-n for Jeeal ser- 
vices ryerred aU inquiries about the current 
invesugatwa back to Tel-A-Siga.) 
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aVr iTV'iiaberg is registered as 8 6% owner 
of the Sands Hotel In Las Vejas; ^vs^ 
among those subpoenaed to testiiy during 
Stacher's tax Investigation. Mr. Weisberg sold 
most of his Tel-A-S:gn stock to the group 
headed by Mr. Steigcr, Tel-A>Sign's president, 
when Mr. MaJrik did, last September. (Reached 
by telephone at the Sar^ds, Mr. Weisber; de- 
clined to talk about Scopitone and the investi- 
gation, and referred questions to Mr. Malnik, 
whom he said he had kno*n "tor 23 years, 
since 4»e was three years old.") 

(Mrs. Wood couldn't, be reached tor com- 
ment.) 

Mr. Kimelman, partner In a distilling-rectl- 
fyir.g firm ser\-in5 the liquor Industrj', said re- 
centiy that he bad learsed about Scopitone 
through Mr. Weiss, a friend and customer. Mr. 
Kimelman said he then introduced Mr. Cohen, 
a friend of his, to Mr. Weiss, with the res'Jlt 
that the }'e5srs. Cohen ar.d Kimelman each 
lent Scopitane 'lO.CV^O ar.d obtained a small in- 
terest in the company. 

Mr. Kimelavar. and Mr. Cohen said all their 
contacts were xi-ith Mr. Weiss, and through 
hi'm with Mr. Malr.ik ar.d Mr. Fischbach, and 
that they never me: the other investors. 

"A Casual Investment" ^ 
"My co.uieclior. with Scopi'.on* was a cas- 
uaJ ir.vestrr.er.l thit turr.ed out to be rather 
proniab':e," Mr. Ki.T;e:.na.i eontmer.ted. He 
Sifid be obtai.ied the WashLngton distributor j 
;Sfip for Scopitone for Mr. Cohen's son, Wili 
'liL.-a, but thit after a few months the fra.n 
jC^e was solo to the Macke Co., a laige 
' Wa-shir.— -oa-based vendL-.g conceni. 
1 Mr. Kmeima.n indicatei he r.o^ testified 
to the Federal grar.d jury in New T«rk about 
his transactio.is with Scopitone. Mr. Cohen 
.'aaJd he hadr.'t been questioned or subpoenaed 
fand wasn't aware an investigation was under 

!way. 
Despite the apparent pn>fitabilit>' of Its 
I trv.saction with Tel.A-Sign. the original Scopi- 
tone group has had one problem with the 850.- 
000 shares it received— they are ail unreg- 
istered with the SEC. This means they car.-.ot 
be sold freely in the open market, although ■ 
sales can be ir»de to lr.di%iduals who promise" 
to retain the i^iires for investment purposes, 



or to register them with the SEC before re- 
•elling them. Issuing unregistered shares, on' 
the othe'- hand, doesn't rabject the company] 
to the MX reports to the SEC that the agency 
requires for shares it registers. 

Over the years, Tel-.\-Sign has Issued two 
other large blocks of unregistered shares; so 
the Scopitone holders weren't the only ones 
holding them. A total of 1,110.000 of Tel-A- 
Sign's 2.474,860 common shares outstanding 
are unregistered. 

Under the Market Price 

Thus, in the private trarjactica last Sep- 
tember when Mr, ilataik sold his remaining 
3T2 "00 shares of Tel-A-S;^ and his rem.ainirg 
l y'r i-t'fi^e st ir. the Scopitone subsi diary- to t he 
Steiger group. Mr. Weiss sold SO.ow shares, 
- ■ --a 



and Mr. Welsberg sold 28.300 shares, the total 
consideration they received was 81,16S,923, 
well under the market price at the time. 
The low price has been attributed at least In 
part to -the shares being unregistered. 

Asked why he sold. Mr. Malnik said: 
"Basically, I should never have been an ad- 
ministrator; I'm a lawjcr. and I wanted to 
devote my time to the practice of law. I had a 
lubstanUal profit, and I was delighted to sell. 
I think Scopito.ne is a good product, though, 
and I think the industry »-ill be a big one In 
the course of t^me." 

Mr. Malnik resigned his ,rsts with Tel-A- 
Slgn and Mr. Weiss his posts with th. Scopi- 
tone subsidiarj', and their employment con- 
tracts were terminated. They retained a Scopi- 
tone distribution franchise for Florida, but tJ^;y 
don't appear to have been very active In th^at 
{business 
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LTel-A-S;gn has moved ahead with its d| 
_-ibution of Scopitone units, across the U.S. 
through a network of 50 franchised distributors. 
It has set up a factorj- in Ciicago and sells 
the r.<»'**"'ieR -=r*nY)i;tors for $3,500 each, 
with i t?''-. i lah ucposiw required ror delivery. 
The com,-~iv eatimates the.'-e are about 1,400 
machines in operation, including 23 in 
Venezuela. 

Library of Films 

Tel-A-Eig« also has had 40 films produced 
In the U.S. by an independe.it film producer, 
featuring such entertainers as Debbie Re>'noIds, 
Kay Starr, Vic Danone and Delia Reese; in 
addition it has available a library of about 
250 French-produced films. These films are 
leased to franchise holders in blocks of 36 at 
a rate of ST20, with four new rcptace.ment 
fUm» Viionth for $60. 

Scopitone has boosted 7eI-A-Sign's earnings. 
Jr. the year ended Feo. 28, 1963, Tel-A-Sign 
' earned »3S0,9:3 on sales of J7,822,3i7, with 
Scopitone alone contributing net income of 
1227,988, against pre-Scopitone fiscal 19o3's net 
^Income of $40,205 on sales of $4,S52,4C3. 
II In the nire months ended last Nov. 30, Tel- 
jW-Sign's net income, after a Federal tax pro- 
l[a5ion of $173,334, climbed to $160,210, or 6^ 
cents a share. A year earlier when no pro- 
vision for Federal ta-x was r'i,uired, net Is- 
come was $33,152, or a cent a share. Sales lit 
the fiscal nin? months climbed to $S,95S,S^i 
from $5,520,662 z year earlier. 

But som* distributor problems have ap- 
peared. The rt'snt registration statement says 
one distributor, holding two franchises, ar- 
ranged to convert part of his debts to Tel-A- 
Sigs into a three-year promissory note of $991,' 
300 and a $102,273, 67e demand Bote. This dis- 
tributor had an additional debt to Tel-A-Sign 
ot (190.371 for film rentals. 

The registration statement adds: "Several 
tShibttors have failed to comply with agreed- 
cpon purchase schedules because of a lack of 
•n ad^iuate financing program. ... It will be 
difficu!-. for the comp.-tr.y to achieve subst-mlial 
tales of the Scopitone in th? absence of ade- 
quate flnandng. for its purcliasers." 
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BeTerly iiotel, 
125 E. 50th St, 
K.Y.C, 



Mr, John jiidgar Hoover, 
Federal Bure&u of Xn-vestlgation, 
U.S. Dept. of JusticOf 
Washington, D,C, 

33ear Johns 



April 4,1967 



, / 



Mr. Totowfei— - 
Mr. DeLoftch 



Mohr-y/ ■■ 

Mr. Cftsper- 

Mr. CalUhaa 

^r. Conr»d- 
Mr. Felt. 
Mr. Ga}& 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREI;. IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
PATF//r?>/frr- BYi^a^ge^ 



i have known tieorge^gft, the inovie star, since the 19208 
nhen he appeared in theHbest ii roadway night clubs and stopped the 
show cold with his "CharleBton* to the rhythm of "Sweet Georgia 
Brown," I have never known him to do anything that would he in 
violation of the law* 

I ran into George today and he told ne he was onhappy over 
Britain's ban and the stigma that followed "because the general pub-/' 
lie assumes that he is guilty of some illicit and illegal deeds. It 
has cost him several movie and television Jobs, iie asked me to tell 
you all this and also that •one of those" hard-to-pir-down tips is 
that "the FBI informed Scotland Yard that he was a dangerous character, 
etc," 1 assured him I never knew John -^dgar Hoover or ^lyde '-^olson 
(or any of the JJ'BI chiefs J to punish or slander anyone who never had 
a criminal record. 



1 suggested that George see the special agent in charge 
» v««i, m^iA v« like to see the Head Jfen, meaning 

*arwick Hotel, 65 ^est 54th Street, 



here in 1^'ew York, _ 

you, in Washington, lie is at the -bi-wac*. '>-ut>Bx, oi> s/-9vn. -wiw 

in ^ew York. I Telephone Number* 247 2700> in case you wish to con- 
tact him. 



•i- feel great. I came Sast especially to ehoot some loca- 
tion shots for a one hour tv dociimentary to be produced by David 
"folper Productions, H is on the Lindbergh-Hauptmann trial. I am 
collaborating on the narrating and will narrate it as soon as I get 
back to ^llywood at the end of the week. 

^be Woiper Brass told ne they are very excited about it 
and one of them Said^ "^t could lead to a eeries." I am also 
going to narrate "Main t»trcet Usa, ■ for -orynie Jfoy next week. 





Azzeva* . 
nrort, / 'falter^* in Che 11 
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RFC-21 



\ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



Mr. ^Ur^hMdi^HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 

New Toi4i, New Tork lOOU 



Dear Walter: 

I hare rteetred yoor letter of April 401 
•ad vaa pleased to kaov tkat foa are teeUag welL Ikope 
foa are eajojiBg your stay la New Teriu 




VUk reipeet to tte natter yoa 

laiMeedlCr. George Raft by letter ef April 4lh la 
re^Mnee to hU laqolry that the FBI has bo JorledicttoB 
la Eaglaad aad hat ao control orer gorenunental action 
takea hy a torelga eoaatry. laleo told him that la th«~ 
•reat he desired to sappUmeat hU letter with addltioial 
data, tt voald be made a asitter of permaaeot record 
receipt by aa. 



tiBcerety, 



1 - Mr. Wick - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLoach - fiiclosure 

1 - Mr. Gale - Eaelosare _ , _ 

"IfOTE: Mr. Winehell Is on the P^t^eial Correspond^to* list aad is 
known to the Director on Hrs^-i^ame basis. George Ra ft is the 
well-known movie star j 





— ifewQjaper ptf^lidly 

iadlcatftd he woold attetapt to see the Director to determioe if ttte 
FBI had caused his problem with toe British government. ^The 
Director noted *1 shall aot see him H. On 3-14-67, ^Si^tkttein^ 
to obtain permission to review his file at the FBI tiirap^^c^ala: 
George Morphy. Senator Iforphy was idviud, to||.W\roa]d take 
\;:A.wy iafOrmatianltaft widied to make/ TWH^eaify wratBm^^ ^ 
• ^t^M^K^w^^^'^^ to explain away his hoodlum ^iboliates as 

TELETYPE UNIT I I ^/ 




n 




Mr. Walter WincheU 



NOTE ccmtinued: 

characters he met as an entertainer. He requested the Director's assistance 
in determining why the British government Issaed an order barring him 
from that coantry. The Director's reply to Raft on April 4th is as set <nt 
above to Mr. WincheU. 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 




O'- C •.*. ►Ol* NC 10 
CI* ClK %tC NO 37 



UNITED STATES GOX ERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr . DeLoach 



DATL March 31, 



J. H. Gale 



t 




GEORGE 7tAFT 
INPORiiATION dONCERNING 

In vie\v of Raft*s recent statement appearing 
Los Angeles newspaper that he iras going to see the Director 
to determine why he had been barred from England as an 
undesirable, the following is the pertinent JlnformatiJoo 
appearing in Bureau files regarding Raft. ' - K ■ " T- 

George Raft (true name~S£ af 1) was ,born._iii -- ' ' 

J^ew _york. City on September 27, 1855, of Italian parents, 




He was a dancer and speak-easy entertainer in New York City. / / 
in his younger days. Raft's movie career began in 1927 
and he attained a star status by the early 1930 *s. \ ''^ ■ 

T ,i !■ i.^J^ : \ • 

Raft hiis admitted association with'IBejisamin "Bugsy" ^ 
Siegel, notorious New York and Los Angeles area hoodlum, 
and Ouney Madden, prominent New York hoodlum who later 
moved to Hot Springs, Arkansas. Both Siegel and Madden 
are now deceased. He allegedly became a West Coast 
representative of a national gambling syndicate and is "Said 
to have had an interest in the Flamingo Hotel, a ^casino in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. During his early movie career he was 
suspected of fingering burglaries of Hollywood, California 
personages. - > 

Raft, when interviewed in 1938 and 1953, exhibited 
an outward cooperative attitude. He was investigated 
briefly by the Bureau in 1946 in connection with general 
criminal activities in the Los Angeles area and on a possible 
White Slave violation arising out of his affair with a 
nineteen-year old starlet. Investigation was discontinued 
when no prosecutive evidence was developed. Files of the 
Identification Division do not show an arrest record for 
Raft. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: George Raft 



Raft has been the object of much adverse publicity 
because of bis boodlim associates, since becoming a movie 
is tar. Some of this publicity included a high stakes crooked 
dice game in th^ apartirent of Brooklyn Oodga's baseball 
manager Leo Dufocber; testimony in behalf of Siegel on a 
bookmaking charge; his association vrith Siegel prior to 
Siegel 's murder; other friends mentioned in newspaper articles 
concerned Raft*6 association with Charles "Lucky" lAiciano 
and Allen Smiley, California bookmaker; his difficulty in 
obtaining State of Nevada approval to be a shareholder in 
the Flamingo Hotel, a Las Vegas casino; and his interceding 
with the Beverly Hills, California, Police Department to 
obtain the release of John Capone, brother of former under- 
world king, Al Capone. 




Memorandvun to Ar, OeLoacb 
Re: George Raft 



IHHHi 











On March 14, 1967, Senator George Murphy, 
Republican, California, telephonically contacted the Bureau 
stating be had been requested by Raft to intercede for 
him with someone in the FBI so that he could come to the 
FBI headquarters and take a look at any file the FBI may 
lhave on him. The Senator refused but told Raft he would 
attempt to set up an appointment so that Raft could make 
a statement if he so desired. Senator Murphy was advised 
we would take down any statement Raft may wish to make 
for the record but no information from our files would be 
furnished. Senator Murphy stated he would contact the 
Bureau at a later date if Raft desired an appointment. 

ACTIOK : 



None. For your information. 
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3udge Abolishes Board Set Up 
0 H^ar Complaints on Police 



/rolson — 
J DeLopch' 




■Tte Mitton'i Snt police 
iivUHy board. • cMlitn 
-pata wtohHriM-d to tear 

«!Ofinpl«inU acainst police- 
men, has been a^lu^ed by 
. a Judge at lUegaL 
■ Jvig» Leo WjMnrott, ml- 
biic'oB ^ aoit brDiu9>t two 
(Tears ago by the Fraternal 
Order ol Police, said 
Wednesday that the board's 
aetkB Parade •and eonfliet 
with the powers and duties 
of the Poliee Departmeot" 
nader the city's bune rule 
charter. He noted that the 
Police Departznent had its 
own Dolice board of inquiry 
to hUmar di ta>Hn a r y nat- 
ters. 

Weinrott uid the Prater- 
aal Order of Police had pre- 
sented a<npl' evidence that 
Me lidi^aorr hoard had 
•omeQmes *tei)«ired the 
A>rale of policemen" and 
^miepiA \m the ^r- 
ItenaiKe sT their ^Bties." 
"lite evidence ibows in 



Ifaitt the hoard's opera- 
tions eoDititute an imques- 
4iaDiA>le menace to law en- 
futement and hence to the 
yobUe vaUare," the Jodge 



The ei^-man board was 
tai U58 to hear 
egopiaints against 
t^Bd made reeom- 
ior approptiate 




PEOBIA, SL^-^Prosecu- 
^ense attoneys 
i tte aetoetfoB «f a 

Ihe tiM of 
im. ciiarset of 

iTi±i d£bt ynong 
_ ,^tcag o. ^_ 

teaae d- at the 
2on ot the jvyntn* 




IP — r we 
^-wmceS that 
^ 'Would be sworn in Moi 
amd the two aides 
iBien prtaaA openins 
ments. 

Under stringent 
lines for news coverage 
down by Paschen, the nam< 
«f the inrars cannot he 
^ged jun ta they are fi 
manTseSled Moi 



AtfACbda 

~~ 5, A Littl e Bb dL Judge r e^ 
leSSnVff Jaile^nMnin 
-after they discloaed to him, 
m a eloaed aeasion. the 
tvmes of Arkansas legisla- 
tors who told them of 
bribery attempts in connec- 
^on with a proposed gam- 
^•ling law, since vetoed. 

Actor George Raft said 
Ijbe was going to try to see 
\wFBl Director J. Edgar 
iHoover to aee "who put the 
%iee^n me"; B aft wa< re - < 
eenuy Banned fTOTocfreft 

firltim, "where he ttJTWfti 
Involved In operating a gam- 

0. 





Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERElii IS uh.LASSIFIED 

The WashiagtoD Post 4^ 

Tines Herald n* 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star (Washington) __ 

The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News (New York) . 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

World Journal Tribune 

(New York) 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Worker 

The New Leader 



The Wall Street Journal 
National Observer . 
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MAR 3 1 1967 
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«BI LOS Aira« 
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iffiGEfl 3-30-C7 CJS i%r%»iT.i«r« 

^ ^ ^ r '^ Aa INFORMATION CO?^TAINED 

l&iREctc* - ^ ^ - - - ^^^^ ^ tJNCLASSinED 



fUm LOS AiGELES <62-3224> 



: HERQNISU 



HEDRGE RAFT, XiFORNATIOR C01ICERNIII6. 



i»eEi^ AFifbiofoii lifewswER 'herald bcahiier i ''iCo ^^ 

OF THIS DATE REFLECTS AN INTERVIEW BY REPORTER WITH 6E0RSE 




TttFT, FORMER ACTOR tlHO RECEMTLY WAS BARRED FROM 




AS AN flJIDESIRABLE, RAFT IS QUOTED AS SAYING AMONG OTHER 



, tM|IGS/ *THE ONLY THING 1 CAN FIGURE IS THAT IT WAS THE FBI. 
AND SO l^i. GOING TO TRY TO SEE J. EDGAR' lioOVER AND FIND Wt 




, .^v . ^lA f THEY «A VE *0T AGA I NST fl E. • . H'' SUPPOSt THE BRI tl SH HAD ^ 
,^4pn£ INFORMATION ON HE AND IT MUST JIAVE CONE FROM THE ^hH ^ 



4'^ GOl^G TO NEW YORK THIS WEEK^ TjP^|f^gpl|^ A Jf''^ 
NSl^tt^Ca:^^^ - J ■ .rA«,^ t 











f oOPT MADE TOE MR^TOLSP y 



EDWIN R. TU LLY 

- V . , March 29, 1967 

iBfiff ORMATION CONTAIND 
HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 

^' ' ^ ttc. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

4^ >¥edQral Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

On March 



Hr. Tolaon 
Mr. DeLnach^ 



Kr/Cupcr. 

Mr. Callahi 
Mr.. QcnT*i. 






and advised me of the follow- 



ing Information; 





-li'. 




g bannea^ rrom the gambling casino with 

^J^R to you ^[^^^^wff^HPf^SS^^atlng 

there ii nothing In FBI files to suggest that 

plved in any illegal activities 
knows you would not do such a 
MX, ne was wondering if you would consider 
Advising the Gblef of Police In Beverly Hills, 
'California, that there is nothing in FBI files 





to link Raft wltl^llgga^^tivlty - presuming 
this is true. ^^^^^^^■jP' continued, the Chief ^^^-^ 
of Police in Beverl^SIIs could furnish a letter 
_ as far as be knows Raft is not a gangster 
a^t involved in illegal activity. The Chief 
of Police in Beverly Hills would not mention the 
FBI, but presumably would feel safe in making such 
a statement « having been assxzred that FBI files 
had no information to suggest Raft was involved 
in illegal activities. 




MOT nECOWDED 

U3 APR 14 1967 






o 



^^^Kr. J. Edgar Hoover 
March 29, 196? 





I toldSVi^HVfthat X could not 

speak for you> but I know Bureau policy is against 
any "clearances" or similar statements for anyone, 
and further^iflform^l^^l^JSI files Is eonf i- " ■-a.. 
dential. ■HBEBHIH^V thought that probably 
would be f^^Siswr^uS^rassured him I would 
brin^jh^^jiatter to your i)er3onal attention. I [pU 
toldSHBSS^^ would be in touch with him later 
on ifai^other clarification was necessary. 

appeared to be contemplating 

contacting you directly on this matter, but I feel 
now he is content with the observation that I would ^ 
bring it to your personal attention. 



^.-J^M^ /5^^.^JviX ^ Sincerely, 

^^0^ a,rv^5^<9<^ai^^^ R. Tully 

\^\ » Special Agent in C; 

->. ;^ ^. M V- Baltimore Division 




if'' ■.-*•..* 






Charge 
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Iilarch 31, 1067 
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•All INFORMAl 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSin^ 

DM 



Mr. Edwin R. TuUy 
Fatieral Bureau of InTestigatim 
Baltimore, Maryland 



I have youxlstte^f llarch 29th con- 
■ .. ^; ceming the request oiftUfZ/j/fior me to n^ake 
. r a statement regarding George Raft. Jy^u 



I rill no rucli ctat^sic-nt to any- 



at .ji.t, cna ycu i-ay zzzl ir^e so iri^orzn 




I do appreci2.te, however, your brlng- 

EgTSis ir-TornritiGn to iiiy cttentlca, ^i/ 

Sincerdy,' ' 



/7 



J. Edgar Kcovsr 





J" 




m INFORMATION COtiTAl^^ED 
HEREIN i;:: ..^IRED 



April 6, 1967 



Mr. TolsonJ_ 
Mr. DeLnach. 





Mr. Camper- 

Me. Caliahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. V"^* 

lale 



Rosen. 



SuliSan.- 



Mr. Tavd- 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Roon 

Miss H.-'lmes-.! 

Miss Gandy. 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Edgar: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter I hive 
just written Mr. Tully as by the tone of. his letter 
I felt that you ni^ht be upset v.'ith ne for nakin_|;_a 
re-^/jest of your .")epartr.Gr.t ; that if there ^jas'J'a.'iy 
crininal record on the books could a statement be made 
either through Chief _^.ncerson of the Beverly Hills 
California Police D^W.rt-ent or the Los Angeles Police 
Depa.rtr.ent to '^ecrge . rlaf t to assist hir. in securing 
entrance again to"~Englanc. 





Evidentally it has been very hard for hir. to secure 
employr.ent in the United States, and being out of work 
he is using every means available to try and get back 
on the payroll in the foreign country, 

I went to V.T. Tully rather than coming directly to you 
as first of all, I knew the Department could not give 
o-it letters of recommendation; and secondly, not having 
seen George Raft in fifteen or eighteen years, I had no 
idea whether he had any kind of a record or not and did 
not want to put you on the spot. 

t 

II Hope to see you at our yearly meeting at the Preaknes 
|| and please remember me to Clyde. 





(J 
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April 6, 1967 



.. . - : -i»t \v 



1*^ 



'■■J. . 



m. INFORMATION CONIftlN£fi 
HEREIN JS UNCLASSiF4£D 

m 



1t) R, tally 

Dear Mr. Tully: 

that M. f««lints^2Sld ' <li«<n»».S, IflLt 

letter to toe. ^ ^ •«*«tly a. you explained in yoK . 







^•c. Mr. J. 



Edgar Hoover 



I « 



• » 

I 



I 




MAILED 19 

APR 111967 

OOMM-FBI 



I baT« received yoor letter of 
April 6th tofetber witli Ita aadoeare and re- 
neoibered joa to ? )Clyiie : . M 700 remnited. 
To« Btj be eertaia I adreclate your fiiralahlag 
BAe joor eonuneota oa the natter yoa meaHnaerl, 
iad I vaat to thaak 90a for jo«r thogfUfalMaa. 




*0 



- CO 



t2 ■ 



c 

I: 
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'' \\X INFORM/WON CONTMNOilt^ | 




ore - Enclosurea 
HAL ATT£NTK>N BAC: 
Angelea - Sndoaorea {I) 
KAL ATTENHON SAC: 




y/ 

Reference material available in Crime Records Division 
feSIoBes corre^poKiiiit la known to'the Director cm a first-name 






Gwlr 
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GXORG£ RATT 

127S BEVERLY ESTATES DRIVE 
BEVERLY HILLS. CALIFORNIA 



March 23, 1967 

m INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSInED 



DATE //rar/rr BY y/yj-^;//a^ 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover 
J i rector 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am writing to you as a last resort. 

No doubt you have heard the story about my being barred 
from coming into England. All the letters that I have 
receivea from my solicitor in England all indicate that 
the crux of my problem stems from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation of the United States having informed the 
English government, or their agency, of my affiliation 
with gangsters. I have never been known to be affiliated 
with any gangsters, and there are no records to show any 
tie-up with me and any gangster elements. 

It Is true that, being in the entertainment world for 
forty years, you are bound to be associated by 
friendship with all kinds of characters from all walks 
of life. But this happens to all entertainers, 
especially entertainers such as myself who have played 
in pictures and worked in cafes during the Prohibition 
days. 

I have ail my personal belongings stored in England. 

I would be most grateful if I could come to Washington 
and discuss with your Federal Bureau of Investigation 
anything that they may feel makes me an undesirable 
through association. I have always known for many 
years what an honorable and fair person you have been. . 
I am sure you would I ike to help me and see that I 



Mr. Tolsoi) 
Mr. DeLoac! 
Mr 
5Ir 
Mr, <- 

Mr. tc':.ahan 
Mr- Ccnr: 
Mr. Felt 
!,ir. G:.',. 
Mr. r:-,.H 
Mr. Sui.ivan 
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Mr. Trc 
Tele. Roo: 

MibS Gandy. 
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GEORGE BAST 
JZ75 BEVERLY ESTATES DRIVE 
BEVERLY HILLS. CALIFORNIA 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover 
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March 28, 1967 



could ger justice and have a fair hearing in England. I 
would appreciate you advising me as to what would be the 
proper procedure for me to take to get my name cleared 
to enable me to get back into England. 

I realize you are awfully busy and have many important 
duties without worrying about me. But a lot of our 
mutual friencs told me to write to you direct, that you 
are never too busy to help a person if it is honorable. 
1 sincerely in my heart feel that 1 am as honorable a 
citizen as any person can be in the United States. 

in fact, the Friars Club of Los Angeles is paying honor 
to me witn e testimonial dinner on Tuesday evening, 
June 15. I hope if you are on the West Coast you will 
do me the honor of attending. The biggest names in show 
business are going to pay me homage. 

V^hen answering this letter, please send it to my home 
address as listed above. 




Sincerely yours, 



CM SIX nc MO ir 



TO 



FROM 



UNITED STATES G<^ ^RNMENT 

Memorandum 

DATE: iprll 4, 1967 

INTAINE 
HEREIN IS liNCLASSIREO 



Mr. I>eLoa^j\« 



^1 



4^ 



H Gaie^.-i«r INFORM ATIOM CONTAINED 

NCKRNING ^ 



SUBJECT: GEOBGE RAFT 




INPORMATIOM CWCSRN] 





Raft has received considerable publicity concerning 
his being barred fron Great Britain and newspaper authorities 
have quoted hia as stating be would attempt to see the Director 
to detervine if the FBI had caused his problem with the British 
Government. On March 14, 1967, he attempted to obtain permission 
to review his file at the FBI through Senator George/Murphy 
(Republican - Californ ia) . Senator Murphy stated he realized 
Raft could not review Bureau records but stated he would attempt 
to make an appointment with Bureau officials if Raft desired to 
make a statement. Senator Murphy was advised we would take ■dovn 
any statement Baft wished to make concerning this mat'ter. 



0 



The attached letter to the Director from Raft attempts jjrT^ 
to explain away his hoodlum associates as characters he met 



1 while being an entertainer. He 
in determining why the British 
him from that country 



requested the Director's assistance 



rltish Government Issued an 



order barring 



14 APR 25 66^^ 



ACTIOW ; ^ 

'^^ attached for ^he Director's approval is a letter to 
Raft acknowledging receipt of his letter and ^MdJating oiuL^hat 
Bureau has no cpntrol over actions of a foreign government an 
that we would accept «ny statement h^ may care to make for th 
record concerning this matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



1 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

IS Deleted under exemption(s) 2) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

0 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request, 
[m Informati(»i pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

1 I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to ttie following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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r~l For your infomation: 
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FBI VASH DC — 



W6EIT >t99 FH 4*21-C7 ADE 

RECTOR ALT INFORMATION CONTAINED 

, " ^ HEREIN IS UNCUSSIFIED , 

FROM LOS AIIGELES €2.5224 p&T F /.^^jy- B Y«/>tf^ 



GEORGE RAH. INFORMATION CONCERNING. 





BUREAU REQijE^TEO TO FURNISH INSTRUCTIONS. 



H <k!>R 261967 





TBI IthSK hc^n^ 



H FOR IHE DIRECTOR 



> COPl SENT TO ME. TOLSON 



( 



SPECIAI^ INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
April 22, 1967 





Raft previously expressed desire 
to see Director after his expulsion 
from England because of his alleged 
association and fronting for American 
hoodlums in London casinos. He \jas 
advised that Director could not see 
him and that expulsion vas matter of 
British Government over which we have 
DO control. Special Investigative 

[Division recommends advising 
Los Angeles background of Raft's 
request indicating Bureau can be of no 

lassistance to Raft. 



AAS 




Ate INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS liNCLASSiFiEi} . , 
DATEzrig!rdS£l-BY.s4^Cw^ 



iixtel 



EX-113 




jt«d tmtm hiM film mX th« IBI 

tea tor flwg e BBrpliy (iapalblleaa - Cftlifmla) sad 
HRlter Yinchell to ask* iaqolry •f tbe Btroetor »■ !• vhj 
«as terr«l fM BbcXmmI. 9XJfctmx kM tftatotf Imi vill 




LT INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT£/ijr-«r- RY 



Alrt«l to Lm AagolM 
O»o rf Baft 



Im tmMWT to ft l*tt»r to tfco Mroetor oooeorftiac fOMiklo 
00 to okr to komd fM MlftMlt Baft wo fttfTloo4 
fej lottor fM tko fttroetor ^tod Ajprll 4, IttT, ttet tbo IBX 
tei »» 4«rio4i«tioft 1ft Iftglftftrt ftftd fto oootrol oror aotioo 
tftkoft kjr tkftt OoTomoftt. fho Urottor otftto« U hio lottor 
tkftt ift tko OTOftt Iftft 4oolro4 to ovfeoit odditiooftl «fttft, it 
lU W Bfttfo ft Bftttor of pomftftoftt record vyoo roeoljrt at tlw 




1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr, Wick 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - 

1 -I 




CC 



Mr. QeoxgtBall 

iS^ml!^^ 902^0 'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




Wn, vterciA fo« seek edditknal litoniatiOB eeaceniag 
a* »etioM of BrttUii Qatnammk ia terrtw ymi ffm 



As I teAcated is mf letter of AprU 4, l»e7, the 
FBI kss ID |«ris£ctlOB is Fsghwrf sad has bo coabrol ef?er 



aette takaa ^ A ImSsB 
It vm Ml he poMtUe f»r I* be if ■ly 




I. E9gar HOQM«f 




NOTE: see cover memorandom J. H. Gale to DeLoach captio 
"George Raft, Information Concerning, *' dated 4-26-67, 



MAf 4 1987 





£X-W3 
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OaOBGE RAFT 

ALL INFORf^ATiON CONTAINED 

ic " .r^icicn April 21, 1967 



HEREI.'i IS u 




Si f /^^^ 

i'.r. John Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Invest! gat ion 
U.S. Depertment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Vr . Hoover: 



I received your letter of April 4th in reply to my 
letter of fare'. 2rt^. I spcreciatc- your tine in 
giving me this reply. 



I wish to supplenent my letter with additional data by 
advising you that I have been informed by my solicitor 
in London that he had received information from 
reliable sources that two United States Department of 
Justice representatives have supplied the Hor.e 
Secretary v.iT^ iafDrnation in regard to George Raft. 

|!'y solicitcr was informed that a dossier was given the 
United States Ambassador in London via the FBI and 
then transferred to the Hone Secretary. My solicitor 
informs me that Questions have been asked fror- the 
House of Comrons by several r..P.'s and the only reply 
the home Secretary would make was that he had enough 
information from the United States. He remained 
adamant, not replying or giving out any further 
information to the newspapers in London or my solicitor. 

I would appreciate hearing from you, and I know that 
you know what is going on in your office from every 
source, if the FBI did supply a dossier on me to the 
United States Ambassador in London. I do not believe 
that the United States could supply an honest dossier 
on me that would do anything detrimental to my 
character because I do not have any record to 
Substantiate a country like England taking action 




Tele. E>5rr. . 
M:sc K 







f . • • • ' ^ , 



'■r. Jchn Edgar Hoover -2- April 21, 1967 



against ne. 

I would appreciate a reply If possible on this request, 
as you indicated you would be glad to do in your letter 
of the 4th. 



I wish to take this time to thank you. I sincerely hope 
thct you have lots of good health and the best of 
everythino for the future. 



Sincerely yours, 



oeor^e Raft 




CfOMAl fOtM MO 10 

cu CfM Mc MO tr 



TO 



FROM 



UNITED STATES XRNMENT 

Memorandum 

J. H. Gaiiv^:,._^. ALL INFORMATION ™NED 
..^^^ ' HEREIN IS 



DATE: April 26, 1967 



J) 




SUBJECT : QjgQjjQg RAPT 

INFORMATION CONGER 



■ade nvunerous attempts to determine vhy be was barred 
and whether or not the FBI bad any responsibility in the 
action taken by the British Government. 

Raft vrote the Director on March 28, 1967, 
attempting to explain away his association with notorious 
hoodlums and requesting the Director to help in determining 
why he was barred from England. By letter of April 4, 1967, 
the Director pointed out to Raft that the FBI had no. 
Jurisdiction in England and had no control over Governmental 
action taken by a foreign country. 

Raft again directed a letter to the Director on 
April 21, 1967, in which he stated his solicitor in 
London had learned the United States Ambassador in London 
was furnished a dossier on Raft by the FBI and the 
Ambassador had, in ttirn, furnished this dossier to the 
British Home Secretary. Raft stated he would like to know 
whether or not the FBI did furnish the United States 
Ambassador in London with such a dossier. ^ 




Memorandum to Hr. OeLoach 
Re: George Raft 



Raft, IQ his latest letter, indicated that the 
British Home Secretary, vhile being questioned In 

Parliament regarding the barring of United States hoodlums 
from England stated that the information regarding Raft's 

hoodliun associates was received from the United_SlAles, 





Legal Attache, London, stated United States 
Ambassador in London did not receive a dossier or any other 
information on Raft. When casually questioned concerning 
his information on Raft, the Ambassador stated "He did not 
even kno« Raft was in England until the papers reported 
he vas kicked out.** 

It is possible that Raft's solicitor in London 
is furnishing Raft fallacious information in order to 
earn his fee and to convince Raft his difficulties are 
attributable to the FBI, vhen actually they are with the 
British Government. 

ACTION ; 

If approved, the attached letter will be 
directed to Raft, reiterating the Director's statements 
that the FBI has no jurisdiction in England and we can be 
of no assistance to him in this natter. 



V 




. 2 . 



• 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
^ WREIN IS VNCLASSffiEO 




mntMa ta trapr or urns ibcm uft ur nxci o ivnan 
ns UMMi toucnoi nt tJKixm ixvoiiutzov nut rR> v.t. 
»9AKfavr cr Jvmci wMnEManrnwu mtmjw 
ixn nroiuuTiov u BtfT, iijo iBAf a 

CKUTAftfS TEAT lOV qffSmOVD BT IfUUU OT SOOII GT 





given 




4ated '4-«l-«1^dil!tS ^ 

^ jftt aecessmry in order th att uuaai deff fctXOM vma 
mdcnowledgBent of Katt*jL«letter.^ 
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U.S>P''obe 
On George 
Raft Funds 



AJt.'nc«n «T»t«(J. 

/\Bfft»m V.'. S> ▲ttsnw) 




•teJHM «f rte ttV 



,^;t^ rojn JaTK* B>» 



7 xy-w»^ 








5 





, e-vr Yoik, r.Y. 
IToveaber 17, 19ljlj-« 



Ho over: 

„^ .*ave no doubt read 

.t)txi9 article^ recently which reflect 
i^ X,-^ ^pnr,-»»g^flft ■ the novle actor, was 
'x '^^^'^^^ to have been lnvQ>7ed in a 

,4crcoked crap gane at t'rjl^f j^is r ry ITether- 
» ^,iZldJ2fiifil-.or at the apartnient ol Le o 
'\^r-r''J'T^^-l*''^f -^'^ Brooklyn baseball laanSser. 

- ^ As infornaticn has come 

to me fron time to tine indicating that 
George Raft had connections tdth the 
gangster elenent in Nev York, I thought 
It rould be of interest to you to re- 
ceive inforsiation which was readily 
available in tiie files of the office ' 
and throuch contacts of the office. 
So-iP rr-ther illuminating inforaation 



is set 

AC?nt 
which 



forth 



is attached hereto* 



Attachaent 




^randum of Special 
of even date 
ve iiad hin preparejand which 






0 



r 



0 



MshtTsd Utmatt of intirsflsafion 
Kmteb §tatn Srpartmrnt of 9tt«tice 




MElORAmXIilt 



RBs (OCffiCZ RAFT 



VvToftMr 17» 19Ui 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^/7» BYj 




Ibe sost recent InferMtioB e*ne«niiag Gn)R^BAFT*s 
erlalswl Msnections axoee vlth refere&ee to TI'JpjpENtJVESI* Pxl*r 
to 193U, (aaiOVSSE h«« ben tke leader ef an Italian gang ea tke 

JffnBT West Side ef Kev York dij, vtaieh la aew hea4ed ypyr 
EKDER.- At the Uae of the l&TeetlgstLen into the aetirlties af 
' CBj^JJESJ!WC^!^^^C^ vaa eenvleted on a ee^ialaexT' 
prestitutiea charge, the "keat* vaa an all the raeketeere in lev 
Teric Cit7* This vae the reaaen for the tfepartore firon the Tfoited 
States ef (SMOTSSE ia l?5b« at ahieh tijw ha retaned te ZtaOy* 
(SKOTZSE is able te speak at least three langaages* It vaa 
reeestly learned thtt idiile in Italy en a IISO Caap Shows four, 
CBORGE RiFT arranged for the < Mpleyeirt, ef QEHCryisE by the AUied 
MilitazT Goveraeent in II 




the mritar raealla that ia appreziMtely 19379^MIa 
in Little Rock, Aricans as, h e ^cei Tod iafezvatien that GBBQRGE 
BAFT «as Hie gaest ef Oiin^fluiHXK at Bet ^ringa* Aikanaaa, 
far at leaat tao veeka dnriag lhat acMMr* Daring the eooraa 
ef BAFT'S rielt te Arkansas, the vziter ebserred kin at a bseeha'n 
in Little B(>^{^eDe Snnday, at i^eh tl»e RAFT i> as aeeen pajile d 

vaa eae ef the »oat p roedBent racketeers in Hew Teric Cltf daring 
the Frehibitlea ara. 




prvaent tiM< 



mU 1» allegetflj llTtag « zvepeetabla lift At tiM 



Bin «M iatanrletrftd by Agents mt tbe Banaa in 1936 la 
eeaneetiep vith tbe iareeUgetioa leeklag to the Xeeatlea e f L0DI8 
I^^^^CmLTm/ At that tlae RAFT adaitted aaaMslatian lAth 
BSXJAMIH •Wasp^fshcSL, «b» «u a aneber ef the "Big 6," « gre^ 
•f leadera af ^rngs la law I»ljtCi^^irlB»^a late Frehlbltloa era* 

Be also admitted knevlafi' ef WmmBBBMm* • c^** aasoelata 
af BDCHALIER and JACOB^^^HAFIBO. BAFT at thla tlae atated that «haa 
he arrlred la Callfeniia la 1927» he tma picked ap by the aathorltiaa 

doe te his paet eencActlotta ia the cafe btialnees la He* J^xk, bvt 
that after a Aart tlae they diseontlmed betherlng hla* 



wt Paraaouat Flataref 
Zac., atated that, aeeardiag te hie aaderstandiag, befere BAFT bacaaa ^ 
a aerie atar ha vaa a eellaeter af bear aoney la Hev Tozk i6mn \p 1/ 
Prehibitlon aaa ia affaot. 

OkxilioOTtR, the aovie actor,' vaa laterTlowad at thla tiaa 
alao, and ha afdriaed RAFT «ae an iadirldual ifce vaa aoaewhat aaabla . 
to keep pace ai'tti Ihe aalazy ha aaa racelTlng, and that RAFT had a 
distorted aanao of layallgr to hia old lew Joik aaaodatoa, aSio vara " 
aot alaaya of lha boat typo* 

& 1939 HABRT "CRAmHi^QAL, a fezver lew Jmxk City raekatofr, 
adriaed te had aaaeeiatod altr GBORGE BAFT ia BoUyoood. 



At the tiaa af the BDCBALTER 
aloe recelTod that BAFT had ladaeed on e 
f»a lew TerkCil 



Lttoa . lafezaaliaB aaa 

t» HsUyveod 



Pi". 




It is also i3it«r»itiag to aot« that "BiraS" 
n» tl» robject af pr»eocuUT« action in Us AngelM i« eottnocUaa 
with Ifardisr Inconwrated, the DUtrict AtUrwy Of fieo la Ua 
Angeles intarriawod QBORGE RAPT beeauaa thay found chocks frjm . 
HAFT in SIBOEL's possession. A atateaont has been aada that 
BAFT vilUae^ londa ■oney to hoodluB friends of his. 



fi^eial AfOBfc 




0 



law rork, jr.T, 

Deceober 1, 19]^. 



•ently OTttraeaa with th« n 0 ^ *® ^ 





^^^A - J* ttttderstood that Raft Ic In 
o.. f ttnda mod that ha haa not aotad In 

i?f.S L^r^**? •pparantly bean ra- 

rolaa H^^l>^«y Bogart in tha 'bad «an» 

Tou may hava notad In raoant 
^ewspaper articlaa that Benjaaln "fiugsr" 

.^•gai,. one-time nembeinsr-i-FwTcSn^^ 

^TBurdap Bob, and gambler Allan*^llay 



recently were ebarged with b</ofc.ttaklig Xff 
Loa Angeles and aach paid a |250 fine 
received 180 day auspended aentanoaa/and 
Zt^ placed on probation daaplta ttia fact 
that George Raft eaaa to thalr daSnaa. 

During Prohibition, •Bugsy" Sla«Ml 

iSc^SJi^^^^i"^- J^anklcoatallo m * 
another aeaber of^at^group; — 
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SrcmWJ'O" CONTAINED 
HEREliM IS UKCWSSIFIED 



LOS AKflFT.FS GERALD ft EXPRESS 




^iaedtlle«lIttln . 
|M9« 'ttTMi^ Atuamef 
P. feetty. tfau^oe Itt «Hi 
up* 1>y Katrt faenrtntim i 
jie maght Is xeeover Jei^ 
cUtt tte fflni aelcr 
-Ittd. .'(hep, :jfc£tren 

asserted flB' Sfet. 
Raft, through his mgfstt, 
•by tridc tnd deviee* 
fbe poEsessioo of HiM 
• young movie liop^ul. pep- 
aanal property wbkb bdMved 
0 her and MLss Doss, five iiy* 
later, Tettdned Raiden to icoover 
tlie aUe? ed love ififtt. 

TEIXS iSF THBEAn 
Wben Raklen telephoned lUlt 

fais body^uajUiSafiLJXUlttSiir 
ra^ asking the film star to five f 
bade ber jnrtperty, tte i 
attorney aiieged the defenduit . 
^kTcatened both Mias Ooai^ Htf. : 
mother and hiTtmelf. * 
>One day later Gray and Tlatt 
appeared, at Raiden'c office, 
attorney alleged, and told 
Miss Doss had settled ber ^ 
•CBlnBt Raft and then threat 
Raideo to eompd him to dn^ the* 
soft, •fferiae to pay his lega] tee*, 
'Hie next day (be (M Md 
Baidea, tfae attorney oonttaiaed, 
that Baft refoaed to ^ve bar 
back bar asserted love ctfti"; 
and demanded that Ae leava 
the state ao abs eoald aot be %\ 
wibwas afainst Utan. 

Baft told ber, Mas Does aa^ 
tet be wonU |jve ber «lw gitis; 
baefc only by aeaSiaf; one pleaa; 
at a tfane yravidine that be «tt 
'Wk was aeliar wlitte tomri,! 




.'NewHthelesB. tbe yoong novtt'' 
PHA Attorney 
wanted to fnsi tier datanagiliMt s 
Raft «Bd tte ottaeis «D cat ftBCk 
ber prppeity and die alao wortad 
btai to ferfar ndtagalatBaftanf- 
Gny fBrjduider'«Bd te.THtratai 

Inn Mwdthjy •' 



and Qisi Geone BiSt 



II 
•I 




whh lUtt. Jfl 
Mack 

Bow Ae apulumt, 
Baiden's anas ilrwD bdilod, -aod 
wfaOe he Mid tike attonwr. Raft 
beat Raiden and tba idAed tiie 
attorney ia the groia and ahanach 
(Tbli hit jEMe." V ' J 

rCT ON tSAIK. HJUl 
lUtt then threatened, accnd- 
ii« to the aoH, that be «u goiag 



I .<tie and Aomqwiititt m .pot ^^r-^ 



mw. wiMie «kfac 
tan. nia natter ba 
«e«'a iQBs tlQM ac*. 
&ay depied ttat Wst T>oti 
bad been asked to leave tbe atatfei 
. rVridLL FBXSSiKT 
MnL. ; Daisy Doss, attraeti*^ 



l^^aee tiiftt KiSf Doas jMud ^ mottar «f tbe^youns actrev, nt; 



ve Csliftknla^^'tbie 
.eged. ' - 
^Further "-seelaBC t« . frevent 
■tty and . Iter attiucwy ^from 
roaecutin? t)ie'«kBe in eonrt, 
and •«3Uer" Gray," his body 
^oompelied andjoereed" 
giii to CQ to the offioe of 
'• attorney a day later, wbtn 
and ber mother aigned a let- 
disdiarging Raiden as her 
.ttomey and tbea Rati and Gray' 
took Betty te a ttain 
-tm to it that she Ifeft the 
,te.- 4i;-: J- . 

Far Iteiac lieateo up aad i»- 
to a nervooi case. Attorney 
Raiden dRsanded SSOOOO dUa- 
cUiming he has tince lieen 
Ue^to eonoeDtrate on his wori^ 
.And because Raft and his taendt- 
allegedly aoagbt to obstruct 
and prevent Betty fettlag 
lair bMring of her 43aim. tlie 
. demanded 9250/100 sMHtt.; 
' ^^oOBmiag the fillag of 



Ishe 
Iter 



and 



vealed today' that Miss Doss sew 
has «a of the gifts wfaidk wexAl 
involved in tttt alteicatian. - - ff 
M sent any daoghtw vmfj 
for eighi aoanths aftMritbatl 
baepened aad Mr. Baft lo- 
tanMd aD the gifis to her wUfe 
•he «nu away," she said. I *Ve 
daioted not to have fcaomi aa7' 
tldng aboBt then having heen 
taken away from ber aai «nid 
the persooa , 
were aeling im their 
cause they thooglit site 
lag aflter aaen. - - ' ' ' 

•Vettr oliB «Blks 4o lf& 
Baft oecaalQBaIty*-«bcar>a «IU 
grieads." ■. 

Mn. Dosa ita) said thai i^ial 
been called as a wttaess fat-aB«k^ 
sault and batlny action 'a^aluf^ 
Raft about one year ago, as mfti 
mOm the altemtiao, but seMf 
bad testified because she WIS ^ 
farmed the wtter had heeB.4Mf; 
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m. «ai nisi wloe «eiiMd7, « was Kuoved u 4 fSO, 



«tt«nuy, SUwcnl Scldca, 
' tkat Iteft -tfusted ^dm 
wlilk the actor's bodypuErt 
ItiB crma ^ianed behiMl bim. 
BAi4en tncuned tb« lUft wrath, 
flaid,~l»ec«BM Im w repNMSt- 
IS-year-oid fitm «a{»imiC 
Doos, Jirtio wasted lUft -to 

fp bar fte sifte i 
«nd tben takaa tack. / 
t aeabTlbe4LfiaMeD^ mR' 
" and bad m lot oC ltaekizc 
Vifls Doos JmrkU. ~< 
'« -m ctDy. rtUcBteai tUnic.' 
Raft, , r..^- 
""George ii «Be «f the |bie<t 
ieaaeB 3 K*ar jseC* acfd SCa* 
1 IteTK '*«o '4Bomp)aiiit 
htm «ad BO (cod.'" 
robodr beld Xr. Baidai, 
Ut Urn,* and Baft, 
never witnessed any figlit.'* 
Xias Doas, *%ad furtbermor* 
ever Ivodred WBf Res e a ts 
Vm c^ccept this diann tonce- 
tiiBt I JUB ■till wwarlng.- 
^ ihafs irib«t sbe say^" *a- 
vend Baidal, nbere's trmi 
evltekc. She wftnessefl 
tag aad 1 caa prove H. ■ 
%atl>ozttiea ixigtit to 
«««i7..^ase 4tf this «ase 
jau a emte anyme jTuO^ 

. JSaxned as ileCcatdasla 'iittfx Itslt 

'^Oea hoai^^^ yjilerSiiiM 
" tmXberj. 




He aemanded fe^bslMtt,-^ 
ia Sopertor Omrt. fSD^ caau 
feiksatoty dajnacM aaa S2M/B0C 
exempla^' and puntttve 1»i ii sii,ag.' 

Tlte attwaejr's jtroiAle 
Baft, one of the Bcreea'atqpj ~ 
en saobster Toie< btsaa i ' 
after be was tvtaiaed if jfi-jj 
old Kiss i:ti)as, an aa^ifaiir ^ 
a«ti«9% I>ee..l% tMS. be'J " 

beautv. irttaiiMd . 'StMiimk. 
she aainted Baft tbrra^ 
•Bd devSee" Jbad cot back i 
-vahMd at «e000 arfai|fb Jtf ^ 
ooee bestowed «b «ar. 'v-i^V-V: : 
ICisi Dtes aid WH say <irtudt 
triclt or devloe".<s,«aB. 

^6aideii ~s^d la tte 
ttiat !irbeo be aotlftedltaft bl ) 
Hiss XXMa* ;Stt«n>ey ^M. "* 
tbreatened to bava^ ftat ^ 
out «f tbs j0tm}x. 

Miss Doss cmd her notbet; :! 
t>aisy Doss, oo Dte. 90 tBU r 
they had agreed to Arop tb^.^ 
ajraiBst - Saft ^became „ ,ba 
screed to glretuik the _ 

.^bee the fmo Uratovi X$iiiaa ^jifiC 
tbe sect 4ay «tet Jkatt baiir^ 
ftued to ItverWk 
and Baiden was caBed anlB,f 
«dt aet tetik >. :L*>(^^''i:^i^ifi- 

Baideo said that b* «i(IIaA^ 
tbs MKrt itagr about ^ 
aad itU iba ; 
t^maedJaM Jtt a' J^/ut} 
tbe Tim 
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IGjs^orge Raft 
pccused in ^ 
^amage suit 

F' (OeeUaaed fm Tagt t) 
pgr Saft «Mscnn«d on ti;^ evening 
M Dec SX wbeo ke vcat to tte 

SBonfereBOt \wiBi fes 1 



Baidea aSeced Ctet ^rttOe «b 
■taBdfa« with biM teek t»- 
a doer tt wai opeaed by ^foe 
fray irtio feat annB wkBe 

pnk>Mdei to *tesan>t «hA 
hatter plaiiriiir about tbe iSuc, 
tyea, nose, aeck, anna, head and 
Iwdy with his fist aikd thea kicked 
flatntiff fei tbe trcm and ataawii 
wtth Wa kaee." 

Baft thea threatened the fl 
tfS with further pbyaieal vialeaBe| 
he Jett the heoMi, the 



iBsaefe 

rtaia4 
deafsel 



Balden aaid mt the aext day 
the two woBaea HadasgtA Um aa 
their atfCRiey and that Raft and 
m»A Gray took the gU ta »^ 
afihediiled to leave the state. 
n>e gM mU last algbt that *e 
town tt ber ow» atBeosd to 
it aa aaat. - ■ 

•«be'B jaohahly afraid M Urn, 
lat'a an," aaasirerea Baidea. *Stft 
hold Be he would itercr Jet her 
ret a >ab hi the aUdio and thatt 
he'd ataka her kave the atata if 



Trade Bavlcw, 
« BOtiaa fldbat trade fa^, te. 
three yeaxa cndlag fa Vardt IMS.: 
fie reaisatd ia naoBia the jno.; 
tiee ^ law. v* i • . : -4 
Does to B0W wfet ean' — " 
Ip bcleXtaB atttfie if wlB 
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^Hoai^^ ■ Bay :*i-«ierSkii--: 
'lit Ub piiit: ItealPi^ tetf 

- -Superior OBori ■fSO.MO com-:] 

lie ^ itMJaea ^ It-ww^-^s^ 
.«el*]iM(I ^^Ui4eB ~ 





i «Bee tttdami jgn <itr. 
teM4 to Sim «» «ki|«B 



^ifl^^^^ ^i^^^^^p 9^^^^w .^hflBi ^^p^l 
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awyer Suing 1^1^^ 
i JProve Girl Case Bealmq Chargfl 



Documeriis RefvieDeniak 
i c A^^?e % Bc% Doss 



1 Attorney Bdward T^uden yes- 

j tendad iru documentary proof 
{ in * Voting allegedly raceived 
^ from G«orge Raft, tough piy" 
I of the ipovies. 

{ Raiden is suing Raft for ^300,- 
i WO damages. 

i In refutation of the statement 
' by Bcity Doss, film aspirant, that 
i the suit was 'Yidiculous," Raiden 
t showed a statement he said was 



c::r^ by the actress tii which' 
Bhe described the alleged beat-^ 



To Miss Doss' denial that she 
had ever retained his aervices,^-, nwritiur^ ' 
iRaiden produced a retainer he'J> UilJInl L- 



far ttke paat three 4a js be* 
Iweea avself. George. Baiki 
my ageitf Hjny Stein, my M- 
taney llr. Jtaldea Md cm 
Maek Gray., ipw telks kad 
reached the pc4nt srhere I bad 
advised Mr. Baidqi,.to forget 
any aetttemaBt. iuid prooeed. 

"At t ik 'n. I beard from 
George Baft that be «nu m 
the way >a«er. f caBed Hr. 
Baidea aad asked Mm to eo(M 
9nr at oiee. He arrived •boat 
Bd* p. m. sad we were la eon- 
fereooe wiun George Baft 



I said was signed by both Miss 
Doss and W mother, Daisy Doss. 
SHOWS LETTER— 

The letter reads: 

bereby f«tain Ed Baidea 
to act ag my attorney la re> 
' eoverin? from George Baft or 
' bic friends or Mack Gray or 
f «en Ffatt gifts which I re- 
'., ceired from George Baft and 
( Witirh were taken from me De- 
I cember 14, mi, by Ben Phitt. 
I These Items were a Persian 
I lamb ootit. a Dunh(D sfrfid goM 
1 cigaret lighter, a charm brace- 
i let, a diamond and ruby anesh 
I >tog. a wrist wat<A aad a plat- 

fjBom diamond eroas.* 
A two-page letter written In 
- JoDghaod and signed "Betty 
T)ws" gave a 4eiaUed account 
tif Ihe boating Raiden says he 
*ecel?ea in tef apartmeot" «t 
staffs hands. Jast Decamber li- 
lt reads: • ~:" 
■ : Betty 'boss, was k ooy 
' apartmeta, 1782 Orchid avenae, 
„ mt about #^ ^ WL wttfc mr 
' aMoraey. Xd ^ Baide«; 
■Mtber, ^Daiay Doas. pBd 



'tgeot, "^Laxts Staia. _ . , 

'*Ws wm- eonsidtln; al6ant I«rd'Wrl(ht 
nit»'e:r*ed ^1m and wetV* 



to sae 



ntot waatiiig to talk to 
George Baft I ran fato the 

batlm>om— leaying the light oft 
and Vttr door open. Throngh the 
mirror In the bath room I eovid 
aee Mr. Baft aad Mr. Baidan 
tsUdog. 

rSoddealy Mri Baft gol alf 
ttie am of the chair on which 
be had been aittiag and walked 
• few steps toward Mr. Balden, 
■e grabbed Urn by ttie tie and 
proceeded to punch blm~ 
pomMng him against the wall 
where I eeidd aot aee titet 
v«at oa fwtber. 

"I than aaw tee ISray wiOk 
fato tbe TOMB, grab bold vf 
Mr. Baidea's am, poIIiBg hbn 
fato a poeltioD wlMre I eoold 
•3atai aoe ioe ^Qrsy iMldlag 
Mr. Baidej wbUe G«3rgs Baft 
pandied bin aeveral tfaMa." 

HAS CUECK—^ - 

IVhile "Baft bas oommeoted 
that '3 doot know Eaitow" tte 
y httflRwy has to bis posaessiOB 
vrtiat be daima 4a «b «i4gis«) 
«heeli for ««<M> from K«ft's 
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tThis eheclfc.;Ri*!eii"^«^ *a.^i 



^oa Kliich S bM vatataed Mr. ren'rwd bgr kfi^,4i^ ^I^^ 
■* fWgt «aft, Ife tbe tld»-«j«i«M»ft'4^'«iii^^ 



pe tntlaM ss f MMcdi:>9amgat ] 
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X. J' 



^ rtlAilpestaiy with 9*srfl» l^tft 




DOCOIEXTS nEVEALE»- 

AlCarney Ed ftau'dait, wiat Geary* lUft for 
(300,000, claiat tbit facaimilc of > btter (aWtra) 
«* praof film Iwpclsl Batty Dom «Bsaf«' k>B *• 
^ fcelp (et back axycaaiv* gifts gi«*B Wr Baft. 



Tbf Utter u p«rport*41r upiMi Wtk Batty 
boM aad kar Mtliar. B*I»«r i* « ftahatU 
$400 ^ackt wlLick. lUi^M Hjri, ww gi*w 

•erriCM iwadara4 Mia* Paaa. .-.^T,.; r^^.st^ 



•any 
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CTTiy f latt Paints AngeltT^^ 
Picture of Pal, George Raft 



L^ow <Mlt s Rdnote. 
PV*. X cut M7 aottaHi' u- 
Ian flrat t teO Km «m«' 
(HMk Grmy) yon'n Imm!" 

"With these wirds Benny PUtt, 
oofidant of Actor George Raft, 
reeted re port e rt at a mrpriw 
leeUnr yesterday to the man 
Kef's office of a liotel at W9 
forth Crescent 4rivt^ Bevsty 
DUs. 

Hastily ej^lalning that h* mt 
a resident of that hotel, but 
tefuslng to say where he lived, 
Benny— whose New York origin 
pas kist behind a dazding Pinto- 
jalnied ^>orts Jacket, fay >l*dis 
two-toned shoes — quickly 
a number. 
tSome Bew-spaper gvyi fast 
in," be annoanoed 
{the telephone to a man 
|he rwted «• 'ViDer.'' 
j «Vow'd I know tow they 
Voond me? Ton know better^ 
What; I dODt pouch m bags 
arith reporters. 

-' The first thitur T says to 
ism to, 1 gotta caU the EiOer, 
*t?.«»e rm a gay what doiit 
talk behind sobody. What I 
jgotta say. tint I teO yo* Fta 
igonna say It, Me?" 

iTbe diminuttve and •nKed 
feenny then becams lost is 
ttgy of aegatiTe and positive 



VdeUy cheeked bimsclf. 

n eeO iDts Of fur eoats «6 
anDHoBS «r gaySb Maybe «M» 
.1 sold ooat to^Oflorgle? 
Maybe It was sable or rabbltr 
Come down to any wholesale 
boose and n gfv« yw • oaat 
for your wife, 

'"What I tneaa Is, Tve weB 
Georgte with lots oT dolls, b«t 
he's always a perfect gcirtle- 
awB. I dont know ■othin' aboot 
what be gives 'on, except that 
be ahmys Hps ht* bat when a 
lady comes into a i«om, and In 
his own bouse he eats with bis 
eoat, evoi when aobody's there. 
Georgte's got ktodness la Us 
heart and respect far 
oren old sees. 

BIG HEART— 



Tm Jost ganaa aay Georgle 
Is the swdlest guy la tfaewiKld 
bd W asver bettsd ijAdlty 



A boane Uast from the ether 
Bd promptly latemipted natt 
What I mean to say is," be eon 
fnued ttastily, tie sever belted 
his fellow Italden." Re then 
[Uiekly hung op the i e u el» er, 

MalntalRinR that he bad 
•en in Bet^ Doss' apartment, 
or was he ever Resent at any 
Une when Rift or Killer Gray 
Bcountered Xalden, Benny aaid 
e was a furrier, with oCQeH fi 
K ma atreet i^, ^ ;.v 

t Tben Gewge boogbt 

the Persiaa lamb «^ tm. 
Betty Dfvr 



say Isold that 



Too see, X iiMhe the g«y,^ 
He's got a heart as big is aa ■ 
apple— as big as ifae whole 
^worid! Actually; I hive htm, 
bat If* strictly friendship. He'd ' 
give y«a a kand-ont If yoo 
seeded it, bat Georgle doot go ' 
around bel^ln' guys. At least, 
.. never seen him do it. Be even 
tfaaalcs movie fans who ask btm 
tor bis aatograph.* 
Piatt said he me« Raft ia New 
Tork SO years ago when 1 had a 
steady Job and he was a pug." 

*»« I •fai*t ever 
manager or bis ageat. 
Fddnuui «f Fddmaa-Blnm, Is 
Ids agent. Yoa gotta have a 
Ueense to be a HoOywoed 
ageat,* bs aMed. 

"As for Brtty Doss, Ibis gay 
Haldea don't know aooe af lbs 
answers. Tbat dame is last a 
itaiple, sweet kM trying to gei 
aloog, aad Georgle still waato 
to aee her BuOce 4be grade. 
Why, bb agent, Cbarile P«M- 
man, got ber ber pm e al |sb 
with Xagie-UOB, aad abe avea 
Bvea with bv mwn motfisrt 
Wo — X msBB — Ocargl* 
wanldB*t dbrtve m ifelrt oat 
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I Office Mem^andum • 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENX^ 



TO J 
SUBJECT: 



MB. » 



DATE: XB»20»4t6 





the Bureau ftatf not eonducted any inveattgatten «/ ea^ 69 
furntehed to fc«r photostatic copioM mf mevepaper articleo 
dgaling with Baft* m activitit; tnoluding tmo ooiidUM writ 
> hy Weitbroolff^eglwr couo^rning Baft and hia baekgroujj^, 

^-f: ^ ^ 

mm IS UUCLA^IFIED . , ^ 2i> - 




^0JflN9. 1947 #^ 







ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS 
HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED 

fiATFy^ ' Wf/i^r^r 
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TELEMETER 



WASH FSqy LOSA 2 

t^'-^lJlRECTOR URGENT 

GEORGE RAFT» INFORMATION CONCERNING. LOCAL PAPERS CARRYING 
i 

StORIES CONCERNING SUIT AGAINST RAFT FILED BY EDWARD RAIDEN, 





ATTORNEY, CHARGING ASSAULT AND BATTERY. 

— BI FlA EXAMINER ADVISED UE HIS PAPER IS UAKING A THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION OF THE RAFT CASE, REALIZING RAFT IS NOT GOOD, AND 
YET THEY MUST BE CAREFUL OF WHAT THEY PRINT ABOUT HIM. flE SAY^ 
SEVERAL PEOPLE THEY HAVE TALKED TO CLAIM Wam FBI HAS fSD3p&l9^ 



FILE ON RAFT ANDj 



WANTED TO VERIFY THAT THE ONLY WAY 
HE COULD HAVE ACCESS TO THE INFO WAS ON AUTHORITY OF ATTORNEY - 
GENERAL. HE INDICATED HE MAY HAVE HIS WASHINGTON REPRESEN ATI VE 
CONTACT BUREAU RE RAFT. Li . j 

flEC S0|948 ^ 




i|ji 

,60 JAN 10 134 
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